Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 26th February 2021

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Thanksgiving for Jabs!


As the government's vaccination programme rolls out across the country and protects a growing number of people from the COVID Coronavirus that has made life so difficult for the last year, why not take the opportunity to offer thanks to God for your 'jab' in a practical way as well as in prayer?
Christian Aid (https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ ) works with some of the poorest and most vulnerable communities across the world, where there may be little hope of a vaccine rollout. These people already face a lack of water, food, and healthcare. Some are homeless. Some are living with underlying health issues such as HIV. 
Christian Aid is already on the ground, helping keep people safe from Coronavirus with practical support – but with your gift of thanks can do more.
· If you or your loved ones have had your 'jab', click here for Christian Aid's vaccine thanksgiving page http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine 
You can make a donation, and in leaving your message feel free to mention that you're from the Diocese of York.
It’s something positive you can do when life is quite austere anyway!
Stainton Church is open for public worship

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.


You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Services in our Churches
Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 28th February 2021 (Lent 2) will be led by our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 3rd March 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Also on Wednesday 3rd March 2021 at 6.30pm there will be the second session of our Church Family (Plurality) Lent study course which is being held online via Zoom; the course will be led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being.

Claire is hosting an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") for the whole Church Family (Plurality) via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 28th February 2021 - here are the details you need to join the Zoom Compline:
  

Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09

Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852
Passcode: r1WmCL

 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 28th February 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Dan Finn, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Archbishop of York Youth Trust. Dan reflects on the Gospel reading (Mark 8: 31-38) for this Sunday; [Editor's note: his talk is very inspiring and challenging; I commend it to you]. You can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

Services and activities during Lent including the
Church Family (Plurality) Lent Study Course

Our Parish Priest Claire Todd will be running an on-line Lent Study Course via "Zoom" for everyone in the three Parishes (including for Stainton e-News readers!). The six‑week course will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesdays in Lent starting on Wed 24th February 2021 and follow the book "The Joy of the Gospel" by Paula Gooder. The book will cost about £6.60 per copy; if you would like a copy so that you can join in with the study please let Claire know as soon as possible by e-mail revtoddy@gmail.com or phone 01642-975984.

Here are the details for joining the study course: 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95706236640?pwd=TTRGZ0w1akhGeGRNRUxaSm9ta3JYZz09
Meeting ID: 957 0623 6640 
Passcode: 495753

Also, the Church Family (Plurality) website calendar has been updated with the details of the services and activities at our three Churches during Lent and Holy Week; you can find a list of the services etc at this link; and the calendar at this link.
Clergy Support - Here are our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane
Brookfield
Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984 [Note: This is a new number] E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
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Living Christ's Story: a refreshed vision for the Diocese of York

Our refreshed Diocesan Vision, adopted in 2021, commits us to
· Becoming more like Christ
· Reaching people we currently don't
· Growing churches of missionary disciples
· Transforming our finances and structures
Archbishop Stephen introduced 'Living Christ's Story' as the theme for the next part of our journey as a Diocesan family at the virtual Diocesan Synod on the 28th November 2020. You can read an edited version of Archbishop Stephen's address at this link: https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/lcs-edited-vision/ 

At this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/ you can read about the initial vision, as set out to Diocesan Synod by the Archbishop of York; the consultation process that will help us to develop the vision in more detail; and the principal initiatives launched in the earlier years of our journey.

The Refreshed Vision process began on 8th February 2021 with a Launch Video which you can watch at this link https://vimeo.com/508837450 ; this is a 12-minute video by Archbishop Stephen and others (including our own Bishop Paul Ferguson who recorded his contribution in Stainton Church) to help us learn about the background to our refreshed Diocesan Vision, 'Living Christ's Story', how it builds on our journey of recent years and why we need each other's help in consultations to shape its out-working in 2021 and beyond.

To give you a comprehensive insight into the Diocese do have a look at the Diocesan Information in the PDF which you can download at this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/5173/lcs-consultations-diocesan-information.pdf 
Claire’s Contemplations
On Saturday 27th February the church remembers George Herbert; priest and poet. He was born on 3rd April 1593 into a Pembroke aristocratic family, and went to Cambridge University in 1614, with the intention of becoming a priest, and where he eventually became a fellow of Trinity College. He instead became Public Orator in the University at the very young age of 25, and having attracted the attention of King James I, later became an MP. However, after the death of the King, he went on to change the course of his life and followed his calling to ordination, much to everyone’s surprise. He served as a parish priest from 1630 in Bemerton near Salisbury, until his untimely death on 1st March 1633 of consumption (TB), and is buried in the church there. During his relatively short lifetime, he was incredibly creative and wrote books, including The Country Parson; poetry, including The Temple, and Easter Wings, which was printed sideways to look like a pair of wings. He was a skilled flute player, and also wrote poems which were adapted for singing and resulted in hymns which continue to be popular today, including Teach me my God and King; and King of Glory, King of Peace.

A quotation from his poem, The Church Porch, is inscribed on the outer wall of St John’s Church in Waterloo. It reads ‘All may have, if they dare try, a glorious life, or a grave’. At a time when we seem to be on the cusp of lockdown easing, and a new and different way of life emerging, I encourage you to embrace ‘a glorious life’ by seeking the positives, finding things to be thankful for each day, noticing where God has been present in the day, paying attention to what has brought joy, love or hope, and committing to becoming more Christ-like tomorrow.
Revd Claire.

With all good wishes to you

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU
Tel: 01642-284525

mailto: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com   
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