Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 19th February 2021

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Services and activities during Lent including the
Church Family (Plurality) Lent Study Course

Our Parish Priest Claire Todd will be running an on-line Lent Study Course via "Zoom" for everyone in the three Parishes (including for Stainton e-News readers!). The six‑week course will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesdays in Lent starting on Wed 24th February 2021 and follow the book "The Joy of the Gospel" by Paula Gooder. The book will cost about £6.60 per copy; if you would like a copy so that you can join in with the study please let Claire know as soon as possible by e-mail revtoddy@gmail.com or phone 01642-975984.

Here are the details for joining the study course: 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95706236640?pwd=TTRGZ0w1akhGeGRNRUxaSm9ta3JYZz09
Meeting ID: 957 0623 6640 
Passcode: 495753

Also, the Church Family (Plurality) website calendar has been updated with the details of the services and activities at our three Churches during Lent and Holy Week; you can find a list of the services etc at this link; and the calendar at this link.
Clergy Support - Here are our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage, 89 Low Lane
Brookfield
Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984 [Note: This is a new number] E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
​​​
Living Christ's Story: a refreshed vision for the Diocese of York

Our refreshed Diocesan Vision, adopted in 2021, commits us to
· Becoming more like Christ
· Reaching people we currently don't
· Growing churches of missionary disciples
· Transforming our finances and structures
Archbishop Stephen introduced 'Living Christ's Story' as the theme for the next part of our journey as a Diocesan family at the virtual Diocesan Synod on the 28th November 2020. You can read an edited version of Archbishop Stephen's address at this link: https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/lcs-edited-vision/ 

At this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/ you can read about the initial vision, as set out to Diocesan Synod by the Archbishop of York; the consultation process that will help us to develop the vision in more detail; and the principal initiatives launched in the earlier years of our journey.

The Refreshed Vision process began on 8th February 2021 with a Launch Video which you can watch at this link https://vimeo.com/508837450 ; this is a 12-minute video by Archbishop Stephen and others (including our own Bishop Paul Ferguson who recorded his contribution in Stainton Church) to help us learn about the background to our refreshed Diocesan Vision, 'Living Christ's Story', how it builds on our journey of recent years and why we need each other's help in consultations to shape its out-working in 2021 and beyond.

To give you a comprehensive insight into the Diocese do have a look at the Diocesan Information in the PDF which you can download at this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/5173/lcs-consultations-diocesan-information.pdf 
Claire’s Contemplations
This week, our Gospel reading tells us of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness (Mark 1:9-15). Jesus has just been baptised by his relative John in the river Jordan, and immediately the Holy Spirit drove him to the wilderness, where he stayed for forty days and nights, being tempted by Satan. During this time, John was arrested and put in prison because he hauled Herod over the coals. Not only had Herod divorced his wife without any grounds; he then unlawfully decided to marry his brother’s wife. So here we have Herod, who is a law unto himself, John who is doing right and living a Godly life but finds himself in prison anyway, and Jesus who is the ultimate blameless and sinless one who is battling temptation with the ultimate blameful and sinful Satan. It all sounds a bit topsy turvy. A bit like our lives over the last year perhaps.

In the wilderness Jesus experienced being deprived of food, drink, companionship, and human support. So many people have been deprived of these things through furlough, benefit cuts, lack of income, being educated in a different way, social distancing and needing to self-isolate. It has been a complete wilderness, and it is when we feel in the wilderness and vulnerable, and/or weak, that Satan comes to call, feeding us with false messages of insecurity, mistrust, fear, hopelessness and more. This in turn can throw everything we thought we knew into question and doubt, as we battle our own demons.

The story continues in the other synoptic Gospels (Matthew and Luke), with John losing his head due to a promise Herod made to his step-daughter, leaving Herod filled with remorse = Herod not very happy. John entering into the paradise of heaven and God’s nearer presence. And Jesus overcoming temptation and triumphing over Satan, before re-joining society and declaring that now is the time of fulfilment, when the kingdom of God has come near (i.e. God in Jesus coming to earth) and encouraging people to repent and believe in him, who is the good news. Jesus broke the rule of Satan’s power over sin and death; victory is won over temporal and spiritual powers, through the death and glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Just as this past year has taught us, we can either see lockdown in an adverse and negative way, or the gift of an opportunity to form us as we live through it and grow as a consequence. And this season of Lent can be seen in a similar light. We can see it also as a wilderness season, a formative time of refocusing on some priorities; those of prayer, Bible study, and self-examination, through which we can emerge with a new sense of radiance, zest, energy and freedom.
Revd Claire.
Claire writes:
I'm planning to keep Brookfield and Stainton churches open for worship at the current time as I feel it is important for people to make their own choice as to whether to attend or not. Obviously I wouldn't want anyone to feel under any obligation to attend, however for some people it is a lifeline and helping to keep body and soul (and sanity) together. I will review the situation week by week according to the latest advice from the Diocese and numbers attending. I will also continue to (try) to live-stream the service from Brookfield.
---*---
 

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Services in our Churches 

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 21st February 2021 (Lent 1) will be led by our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 24th February 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Also on Wednesday 24th February 2021 at 6.30pm there will be the first session of our Church Family (Plurality) Lent study course which is being held online via “Zoom”; the course will be led by Claire Todd.

Hilton Church remains closed for the time being.

Claire is hosting an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") for the whole Church Family (Plurality) via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 28th February 2021 - here are the details you need to join the Zoom Compline:

Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting - Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09
Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852

Passcode: r1WmCL
 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 21st February 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Becky Lumley, the Vicar of St Mary's Church, Beverley. Becky reflects on the Gospel reading (Mark 1: 9-15) for this Sunday. You can find the Reflection at this link https://vimeo.com/513317963 .

(*) Technology permitting, we hope that the Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Margaret-of-Scotland-Brookfield-101588245045044/ 
Foodbank Update

Donations of non-perishable foodstuffs can be brought to Stainton Church to be dropped off at 11.00am on Sunday before the morning service; alternatively they can be delivered to Bob and Julia Ardley at 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton; or ring 01642-284525 and Bob will come and collect your offering.

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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