Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 12th February 2021

The Church Commissioners have published a draft Pastoral Scheme to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton; please see the end of this e-News for details. The deadline for Representations to reach the Church Commissioners is
midnight on Monday 15th February 2021. We have received notice from the Archdeacon that the Scheme is likely to take effect on Monday 1st March 2021.

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

In the current Covid19 lockdown people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Church Family (Plurality) Lent Study Course

Claire Todd, our Parish Priest, will hold an Ash Wednesday Service at Stainton at 6.00pm on Wednesday 17th February 2021; all will be welcome.

In addition Claire will be running an on-line Lent Study Course via "Zoom" for everyone in the three Parishes (including for Stainton e-News readers!). The six-week course will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesdays in Lent starting on Wed 24th February 2021 and follow the book "The Joy of the Gospel" by Paula Gooder. The book will cost about £6.60 per copy; if you would like a copy so that you can join in with the study please let Claire know as soon as possible by e-mail revtoddy@gmail.com or phone 01642-975984 .

"Zoom" details for joining the study course will be available soon. We hope that in addition to joining the course online it will also be possible for those who don’t do computer things to join in by phone.
Clergy Support - Here are our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd's contact details:

Revd Claire Todd
Brookfield Vicarage
89 Low Lane
Brookfield
Middlesbrough TS5 8EF

Tel: 01642-975984 [Note: This is a new number] E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com 

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her please leave a message so that she can get back to you.
​​​
Living Christ's Story: a refreshed vision for the Diocese of York

Our refreshed Diocesan Vision, adopted in 2021, commits us to
· Becoming more like Christ
· Reaching people we currently don't
· Growing churches of missionary disciples
· Transforming our finances and structures
Archbishop Stephen introduced 'Living Christ's Story' as the theme for the next part of our journey as a Diocesan family at the virtual Diocesan Synod on the 28th November 2020. You can read an edited version of Archbishop Stephen's address at this link: https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/lcs-edited-vision/ 

At this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/ you can read about the initial vision, as set out to Diocesan Synod by the Archbishop of York; the consultation process that will help us to develop the vision in more detail; and the principal initiatives launched in the earlier years of our journey.

The Refreshed Vision process began on 8th February 2021 with a Launch Video which you can watch at this link https://vimeo.com/508837450 ; this is a 12-minute video by Archbishop Stephen and others (including our own Bishop Paul Ferguson who recorded his contribution in Stainton Church) to help us learn about the background to our refreshed Diocesan Vision, 'Living Christ's Story', how it builds on our journey of recent years and why we need each other's help in consultations to shape its out-working in 2021 and beyond.

To give you a comprehensive insight into the Diocese do have a look at the Diocesan Information in the PDF which you can download at this link https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/5173/lcs-consultations-diocesan-information.pdf 
Claire’s Contemplations
This coming week, we embark on the season of Lent. It seems to have arrived rather quickly, with the end of the Christmas season culminating in the celebration of Candlemas (or the Presentation of Christ in the Temple) just a couple of weeks ago. Such can be the nature and beauty of the Church of England’s seasons. Some seem to drag on and last forever; for instance, the season of Ordinary Time following Trinity Sunday at the end of May, until All Saints on 1 November. And others such as this are here in a flash. The day before Ash Wednesday is traditionally known as ‘pancake Tuesday’ when the idea is to use up all of the sweet goodies in the house, so that people can enter into the period of Lent in a more austere and sombre fashion, relinquishing treats and indulgences for a few weeks. We may have thought that January comprised about 965 days this year, but fighting the temptation of things given up for Lent can seem a whole lot longer.

If you are planning to give something up for Lent this year, then I applaud you sincerely. In a time when most people have had to sacrifice so much already, albeit not through choice, one could be forgiven for choosing not to give anything else up. If, like me, you are one of these people, then I invite you instead to use this time wisely in a different way. Instead of giving something up, it is perfectly acceptable to take something on instead. One year I read the whole of the book of Hebrews in the New Testament over Lent, reading a short section each day, and then re-reading it the next day and reading on a little further. This gave me cause for meditating on it a bit deeper to find out what God might really have been saying, through Hebrews, and equally to me personally.

Perhaps this might be a time to exercise a little more if you don’t already, getting out for a walk regularly; or revising your diet after so long in lockdown. I’m currently trying to incorporate more fruit and veg, less meat and fatty foods, and drink more water in an attempt to care for my body more, to boost my immune system and thus protect against illness and potential disease.

How about finding a new hobby or interest, or doing something else which will enrich your life? Or offer some practical help to others if you don’t already? Volunteers are always needed by many charities and other agencies.

However you choose to spend Lent this year, I pray that you would find it a time of connectedness with God, a time of refreshment, a time of enrichment, a time of preparation for Holy Week and Easter, and a time which is full of blessings.
Revd Claire.
Claire writes:
I'm planning to keep Brookfield and Stainton churches open for worship at the current time as I feel it is important for people to make their own choice as to whether to attend or not. Obviously I wouldn't want anyone to feel under any obligation to attend, however for some people it is a lifeline and helping to keep body and soul (and sanity) together. I will review the situation week by week according to the latest advice from the Diocese and numbers attending. I will also continue to (try) to live-stream the service from Brookfield.
---*---
 

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· must wear a face covering in Church (unless exempt on medical grounds); 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· should follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Services in our Churches 

Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 14th February 2021 (The Sunday next before Lent) will be led by our Parish Priest Revd Claire Todd. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 17th February 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield, led by Claire Todd.

Also on Wednesday 17th February 2021 at 6.00pm there will be an Ash Wednesday Service with ashing at Stainton, led by Claire Todd.

Hilton: The Church remains closed for the time being – however Claire is hosting an on-line service of Compline ("Night Prayer") (**) via Zoom at 6.30pm on Sunday once a fortnight for the people of Hilton and which is open to all; the next Compline Service will be on Sunday 14th February 2021 - here are the details you need to join the Zoom Compline:

Topic: Claire Todd Compline Zoom Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75257354852?pwd=dVlGZmRvTW9EQXNSV1RNeTBuREZWZz09

Meeting ID: 752 5735 4852
Passcode: r1WmCL

We are hoping that it will be possible for those who don’t use computers to join the course by phone – more details of this in due course.

 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 14th February 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link https://www.staintonhiltonbrookfieldchurches.org.uk/weekly-enews/ (a printed copy accompanies this newsletter).

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Canon Elaine Bielby, the Dean of Women's Ministry. Elaine reflects on the account of the Transfiguration in the Gospel reading (Mark 9: 2-9) for this Sunday. You can find the Reflection at this link https://vimeo.com/510644855 

(*) The Sunday service at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link https://www.facebook.com/St-Margaret-of-Scotland-Brookfield-101588245045044/ 

(**) The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning ‘completion’ (completorium). It is above all a service of quietness and reflection before rest at the end of the day. It is most effective when the ending is indeed an ending, without additions, conversation or noise. If there is an address, or business to be done, it should come first. If the service is in church, those present depart in silence; if at home, they go quietly to bed. [Common Worship page 81].
Foodbank Update

Donations of non-perishable foodstuffs can be brought to Stainton Church to be dropped off at 11.00am on Sunday before the morning service; alternatively they can be delivered to Bob and Julia Ardley at 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton; or ring 01642-284525 and Bob will come and collect your offering.

Proposal to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton
Update on Friday 15/1/2021: We have received notification from the Archdeacon that the Scheme is likely to take effect on Monday 1st March 2021.
The benefice and parish of Hemlington was formed in 1993 from part of the area of the parish of Stainton. The church of St Timothy, Hemlington, the only church in the parish, is subject to severe structural challenges and was the subject of a recent draft pastoral scheme for closure and demolition [Update on 11/2/2021: This Scheme has now been actioned and St Timothy's Church was formally closed for public worship on 26th January 2021].. The parish has struggled in recent years and the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee's preferred way forward would be for the parish of Hemlington to re-unite with its mother parish of Stainton.

The Church Commissioners have published a Draft Pastoral Scheme which provides for:

· the termination of the plurality established for the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield;
· the union of the benefice of Hemlington and the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and their constituent parishes of Hemlington; and Stainton, but with the parish of Hilton continuing distinct;
· the transfer of the parsonage house of the benefice of Hemlington to the York Diocesan Board of Finance for diocesan purposes;
· the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice; and
· the new benefice of Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield to be held in plurality by one incumbent, for the appointment of the first incumbent and her place of residence to be the parsonage house of the benefice of Brookfield and for the future patronage arrangements of the benefices so held in plurality.
Anyone may make representations for or against all or any part or parts of the draft Scheme (please include the reasons for your views) preferably by email or by post (*) to reach the Church Commissioners no later than midnight on 15 February 2021. Full details of the proposals are available in the following documents.

A letter from the Church Commissioners about the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link and how to submit any comments you may have; 

A formal Notice about the proposed Pastoral Scheme at this link (copies of the Notice have been posted on the notice boards in all three Churches in our Plurality);

A copy of the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link; and 

A glossary of the terms used in the documents at this link.
(*) e-mail responses should be sent to: james.davidson-brett@churchofengland.org
Postal responses should be sent to:

Mr James Davidson-Brett, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ
With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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