Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 26th June 2026
Bishop to give organ recital this Sunday
Over the weekend of Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 2026 Stainton Church is celebrating its Patronal Festival to mark the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. On Sunday 28th June there will be:

At 11.00am our Patronal Festival service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside. 

At 4.00pm at St Peter’s Church, Hilton Revd Laura will also lead Worship to celebrate St Peter 
At 6.00pm – 8.00pm an Organ Recital followed by some light refreshments. Our former Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, has kindly accepted our invitation to give a recital on the beautiful traditional pipe organ in Stainton Church. There is no admission charge to attend the concert – but generous donations to Stainton Church to support its work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.
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and the Diocese of York
We very much look forward to welcoming Bishop Paul back into our midst … and to welcoming all the people who attend this time of fellowship and hear our fine organ being played.
  ____________________________________
God answers faithful prayers
Newsletter readers will have been following Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda’s request that we pray fervently that God will find the right people to fill the vacant clergy posts in the Cleveland Archdeaconry; those who have gathered in Stainton Church for the Church Family Prayers each Tuesday at 9.30-10.00am have certainly done so. Bishop Barry and |archdeacon Amanda have just the other day sent the following message:
Dear friends,

As you may recall, last October we wrote to you asking you and the churches you serve to pray most earnestly for the unusually high vacancy rate across the archdeaconry. We wrote that “Whilst we are working hard with parishes and deanery leaders to fill all the posts we can as quickly as we can, this beautiful part of God’s Kingdom can sadly be a slightly hidden treasure to many clergy who seem to think God is calling them further south!  Jesus is clear in such circumstances we should pray for more labourers (Matthew 9:37-38).”
 

Well, you prayed and God heard, and answered!  Through what can only be described as a miraculous move of God, all roles advertised to date are in the process of being filled.  This is extraordinary and far beyond what we would expect anywhere in the Church of England.  When we then look at what wonderful people God is calling here, it genuinely feels to be a result of God hearing your prayers (to reassure we have held a very high bar of suitability).  Please do share [this good news] with your churches as an encouragement of the Spirit moving amongst us, and please also be praying for the forthcoming vacancies and new clergy moving in (especially quite a spate being licensed in the coming months).  May we also express our profound thanks to parish reps, our colleagues Jacqui and Abbie [Editor’s note: Amanda’s and Barry’s Executive Assistants], the diocesan housing team with a lot of work to get ready and all involved in these time demanding processes, and also the increased financial giving in many contexts (along with a significant national uplift in monies for financially poorest communities) to make appointments possible.  May we also turn our renewed focus in prayer to God calling more people to lay and ordained ministry - just imagine...
[Editor’s note: the appointments have been / are being made at 18 Benefices in our Archdeaconry, including at the following eight places in our local Deaneries]
· Christ Church, Eston and St George’s, Normanby (Middlesbrough deanery) – Marion Barella to be licensed 29th September, 7pm, all welcome

· All Saints, Middlesbrough (Middlesbrough deanery) – more news to be announced very soon but save the date 20th July, all welcome

· The Ascension, Middlesbrough (Middlesbrough deanery) - more news to be announced soon but save the date of 9th September, 7pm

· Holy Trinity, North Ormesby and St Thomas, Brambles Farm (Middlesbrough deanery) – John Keeley licensed in February 2026

· St John the Evangelist, South Bank (Middlesbrough deanery) – Fr Malcolm Lockey licensed March 2026

· St Martin of Tours, Whinney Banks (Middlesbrough deanery) – Sam Tyndall licensed January 2026

· The Whorlton Benefice House for Duty (Stokesley deanery) – locally decided to pause for the meantime as a curate and ordinand are now in context

· Great Ayton and Newton Under Roseberry – Sarah Cliffe licensed October 2025

We look forward to seeing you all and many of these new in clergy at the forthcoming garden parties.  
With many thanks for your partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

Amanda and Barry

Amanda Bloor | Archdeacon of Cleveland

Barry Hill | Bishop of Whitby

  ____________________________________
Archbishop to ordain five new Deacons to serve in Diocese of York
The Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, will ordain five people as deacons within the Church of England in York Minster on Saturday 27th June 2026 in a service beginning at 11.00am. The preacher will be the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby.
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Archbishop Stephen ordaining deacons in the Minster in 2024 (source)

Petertide is an important time in the Church calendar; it is the period around 29th June, the Feast of St Peter [and St Paul!] when, after a period of discernment and training, people are ordained into the Anglican Church. 

Deacons are called to work in the community and assist in church; each candidate will serve as Assistant Curate in a parish within the Diocese of York, the Church of England between the Rivers Humber and Tees and between the A1 and the Yorkshire coast.

Archbishop Stephen said, “All of us are called by God, and in each generation, God raises up women and men to serve as deacons and priests in the Church. It has been great to meet with Phoebe, Dave, Oliver, Caroline and Mike who will be ordained as deacons in the Church of God in York Minster this month. As they approach their ordination, I give thanks for the gifts they bring and the faithfulness they have shown. Please join me in praying for them and the parishes where they will serve.”
The candidates, and the parishes in which they will serve, can be found here (full details here):
All Parishes in the Diocese, even those who do not have a curate, contribute through the Free Will Offers (FWOs) made to the Diocesan Common Fund to the costs of discernment and training for men and women who feel called to Ordained Ministry. This financial support from Parishes is a vital part of ensuring that Priests will continue to be available to all Parishes as needed in the future.
  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 28th June 2026 it is Trinity 4 – it is also the Feast of St Peter and St Paul (transferred from Monday 29th June) and there will be services as follows: 

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Patronal Festival service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside; and
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a special service of Songs of Praise to celebrate St Peter, also led by Revd Laura.
At 6.00pm at Stainton Church an organ recital, given by the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, our former Bishop of Whitby. The recital will be followed by some light refreshments. There is no admission charge to attend the recital – but generous donations to Stainton Church to support its work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for St Peter and St Paul are
· Acts 2:1-11
· Psalm 125
· 2 Timothy 4:6-8;17-18
· Matthew 16:13-19 (for Trinity 4 the Gospel is: Matthew 10:40-end)
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 4 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby. Bishop Flora reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 10:40-end) and also the Petertide ordinations taking place in York Minster that weekend. The Reflection can be found at this link.

On Monday 29th June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the fourth session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 30th June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Wednesday 1st July 2026 at 2.00pm in Hilton Village Hall there will be the monthly Gathering for Afternoon Refreshments.  Gill Sheret may be reached on 01642 598218 to take your reservations.

     ____________________________________
On Sunday 5th July 2026 it is Trinity 5 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our guest Priest, Revd Marie Edwards, will preside;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a Baptism service led by Revd Vanessa; and followed by
Note the later start time - At 11.30am at Stainton Church a Café Church service of informal worship, discussions and quizzes led by our Church Warden, Vernon Clare [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Communion at this service].
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 5 are:

· Zechariah 9:9-18
· Psalm 145:8-15
· Romans 7:15-25a
· Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 5 will be given by the Venerable Dr Amanda Bloor, Archdeacon of Cleveland. Archdeacon Amanda will reflect on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30). The Reflection can be found at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Monday 6th July 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the fifth session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 8th July 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

On Saturday 11th July 2026 at 1.00pm to 4.00pm there will be the annual Hilton Village Fête 
  ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially for the recently-agreed ceasefire between America and Iran and the fighting between Israel, Hamas and Hezbollah would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest. 

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

… and for Venezuela

following the recent double-earthquake that hit the city of Caracas and the state of La Guaira
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Praise God for the vacancies that have already been filled, and pray for all involved in the recruitment leading up to the Licensing of Priests in remaining Parishes/Benefices. 
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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