Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 12th June 2026
Bishop to give organ recital – Save the Date!
Over the weekend of Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 2026 Stainton Church is celebrating its Patronal Festival to mark the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. On Sunday 28th June there will be:

At 6.00pm – 8.00pm an Organ Recital followed by some light refreshments. Our former Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, has kindly accepted our invitation to give a recital on the beautiful traditional pipe organ in Stainton Church. There is no admission charge to attend the concert – free tickets will be available soon, to help with catering - but generous donations to Stainton Church to support it work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.
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and the Diocese of York
We very much look forward to welcoming Bishop Paul back into our midst … and to welcoming all the people who attend this time of fellowship and hear our fine organ being played.
  ____________________________________
“Family Church at 4”

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield is launching a new fortnightly service for families called “Family Church at 4” and which will run through the Summer. 
These services will focus on children, their parents, grand parents and carers as we learn about God in a fun, informal and interactive way.

A simple tea will be served at the end of the service. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

We would love you to join us for the launch of “Church Family at 4” which is at 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026 at St Margaret’s Church, The Oval, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 8EU – there is no need to book, just come along!
For more information about “Church Family at 4”, please contact our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild by e-mail at rev.laura.wild@gmail.com or our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, by ‘phone on 07804-234388.
Here are the scheduled dates for “Church Family at 4”:

· 4.00pm on Sunday 21st June 2026

· 4.00pm on Sunday 5th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 19th July 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 2nd August 2026
· 4.00pm on Sunday 16th August 2026
  ____________________________________
Oranges and Lemons
A reflection on Israel and Palestine from the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek,
Bishop of Gloucester and Patron of the Christian Charity 

EMBRACE the Middle East
Jamie Eyre, CEO of Embrace the Middle East , says: “Advocating for the rights of Palestinians, challenging the actions of the Israeli government, and standing firmly against antisemitism in the UK are often presented as being at odds. Our Patron and friend, the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester, invites us to hold a “both–and” perspective: to challenge the actions of the Israeli government while also standing firmly against antisemitism here in the UK”. 
Bishop Rachel writes: Just over a year ago in May 2025, I was once again visiting Israel-Palestine, primarily to show solidarity with the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and to continue listening deeply to the voices of people in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. My thought-piece from that visit can be found here:  Shining a light and magnifying a whisper – Diocese of Gloucester
As I look back, I continue to reflect on the themes I first wrote about in July 2024. Israel-Palestine July 2024: Identity, Separation, Power and Trauma – Diocese of Gloucester yet since then, the situation across the Middle East has worsened, and the devastating war with Iran and the conflict across the region, has resulted in a continued muffling of the voices and lives of Palestinians who are still under occupation and yet who seem to be barely visible on the political canvas.
Oranges and lemons

Eight months after that visit in May 2025, I returned in January 2026 for a further visit alongside two episcopal colleagues. Amid the pain of Palestinian communities living in constant fear and torment, there were gold threads of goodness in relationship, worship, shared food, and the beauty of landscape, even with the endless violent invasion by settlers, and the devastation of olive fields and livestock.
One joyful memory is of our visit to Nablus and the delight of picking lemons after the Sunday service in the Anglican church of St Philip. Those lemons of both beauty and bitterness seemed deeply symbolic of their context.
But there were orange trees too, and I was reminded of that childhood nursery rhyme ‘oranges and lemons’ perhaps not least because before becoming Bishop of Gloucester I lived in the City of London where my husband was a parish priest, and we enjoyed the varied church bells of the City, to which the nursery rhyme refers. Perhaps too the rhyme came to mind because of its dark narrative relating to justice.
As I reflect on that phrase of ‘oranges and lemons’ it resonates with my deep disturbance at our inability to hold different things together in tension at the same time – things that might seemingly be different, even opposite. Why is it that we have become a people of ‘either-or’ and rejected the ethos of ‘both-and’? Why can we not condemn the actions of this government of Israel regarding Palestine, and at the same time condemn antisemitism in the UK? The two things are entirely different and should not be conflated or cancel each other out. Jews in the UK are not responsible for the actions and decisions of a foreign government and we need to be extremely careful not to create false dichotomies.
Amazingly, one of the lemons from Nablus was presented to King Charles by my friend and colleague, the Bishop of Norwich. I was thinking of that when with Bishop Graham at the recent State Opening of Parliament. In the King’s Speech it was good and right to hear the clear condemnation of antisemitism on our streets. We have seen abhorrent attacks on Jews and synagogues, and it is appalling that Jewish neighbours and friends are living in such fear. It is right to shine a spotlight on this situation and to stand against it vehemently.
Yet, whilst a spotlight is rightly shone on the heinous antisemitism which insidiously prevails in this country, I am deeply perturbed that people are seemingly discouraged from also shining a spotlight of scrutiny on the heinous actions of the Israeli government meted out on the Palestinian people in Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem, not least for fear of being accused of fanning antisemitism into flame. This is not a zero-sum space, and it is not incompatible to shine a spotlight on both of these issues at the same time.
Until recently, the spotlights on the atrocities of the government of Israel in Gaza and the West Bank seemed to have been switched off, or at best were merely flickering, not only because of the focus on the war with Iran but also because of the appalling anti-Jewish behaviour in our communities in the UK. We must be bold in inhabiting the landscape of ‘both-and’ rather than ‘either-or’. I believe this only becomes possible when we choose to act on the imperative to stand up for the God-given human dignity of every child, young person and adult.
Loving your neighbour

As a Christian, I take very seriously the call of Christ to love my neighbour as myself – indeed it is rooted in the Jewish teachings of the Torah. In Luke’s gospel, when the lawyer asks Jesus, ‘who is my neighbour?’, the answer is not an ‘either-or’ (Luke 10:25-37). In the UK, those of all faiths and no faith are all equally my neighbour. In Israel and Palestine, the Israeli Jew and the Palestinian Christian and Muslim should also be seen and treated as equal neighbours. Incidentally, it is unfortunate that Jesus Christ’s parable in Luke ch.10 has become known as the story of the good Samaritan, with the implication being that Samaritans were inherently bad.
Poignantly, in the vicinity of Nablus where we picked the lemons, there is a Samaritan community and it was heartening to see and hear of the ‘both-and’ work of the charity ‘Seeds’ which brings together young people of different faiths – Muslim, Christian and Samaritan – as they model what it is to create spaces of encounter across difference.
Living by the Law

The system of international law that has emerged since the second world war has sought to uphold human rights and human dignity for everyone, but this is rendered meaningless unless governments are held accountable and international law is universally upheld.
In a rules-based order, the UK government needs to ensure that the full force of our law is brought to bear to protect all those on our streets attacked for their faith and identity, and also to bring perpetrators of such hate crime to justice. At the same time, we need to be clear with the government of Israel that the repeated rhetoric of operating under a rules-based order is empty when the rules of international law are applied selectively such that the Palestinian people are diminished, unprotected, attacked, killed and vilified.
The brutal attacks unleashed on Southern Israel by Hamas on 7 October 2023 in which people were hideously killed, tortured, maimed and taken hostage, are to be unreservedly condemned, but not placed under a spotlight which then leaves the unjust treatment and suffering of the Palestinian people ignored, excused and kept hidden in the dark. Again, this is not an ‘either-or’ but a ‘both-and.’ Yet, there can only ever be ‘both-and’ when all people in Israel and occupied Palestine are afforded equal human dignity.
The statement signed on 22 May 2026

I was very glad to finally see a spotlight shone on Palestine in the strong statement (22 May 2026) signed by the UK government alongside the leaders of numerous countries affirming that ‘the situation in the West Bank has deteriorated significantly. Settler violence is at unprecedented levels. The policies and practices of the Israeli government, including a further entrenchment of Israeli control, are undermining stability and prospects for a two-state solution.’  
This week, the Israeli government is due to open the tender process for new settlements to be built in what is known as the E1 area. This will divide the West Bank in two and effectively put an end to any viable existence for a State of Palestine.
The 22 May statement not only opposes the E1 settlement development but also states clearly that it is a ‘serious breach of international law’ and that there will be ‘legal and reputational consequences of participating in settlement construction’ and that businesses ‘should not bid for construction tenders for E1 or any other settlement developments.’
There is a strong call to the government of Israel to ‘end its expansion of settlements and administrative powers’, and the statement strongly opposes those ‘including members of the Israeli government, who argue for annexation and forcible displacement of the Palestinian population.’ There is nothing ‘both-and’ about the actions and intent of the Israeli government.
Standing in the ‘both-and’ place

I do not know whether the two-state solution of ‘both-and’ remains a viable way forward, but I am inspired and encouraged by those who stand in the ‘both-and’ place – People such as ‘Rabbis for Human Rights’ who, whilst not agreeing with every perspective of their Palestinian neighbours, stand with them in solidarity for just treatment and their rights to their land. It has also been a privilege to engage with the organisation, ‘Breaking the Silence’ – ex-soldiers who once served in the Israeli Military and who now shine a spotlight on the horrors, including those they have been forced to participate in, across the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. Many of these ex-military men and women are passionate about Israel and their Jewish faith, but they are also passionate about the equal dignity of Palestinians, and they courageously speak out and act.
The dark ending of the nursery rhyme

If you are familiar with the verses of the childhood song ‘oranges and lemons’ you will recognise it as quite a dark nursery rhyme, with a narrative of debt and punishment in the shadow of what was once Newgate Prison adjacent to the old criminal courtrooms situated on Old Bailey in London (where the Central Criminal Court now stands). The bells of Old Bailey would have been those of the church of St Sepulchre-without-Newgate.
It is possible that the final words of the rhyme refer to the executions by hanging which took place outside the prison: ‘Here comes the candle to light you to bed, here comes the chopper to chop off your head…’.
There is something strangely chilling and apt about those words as I think of those oranges and lemons growing in occupied Palestine. In the West Bank, I have repeatedly heard Palestinians use the language of strangulation as more and more people are forced into ever smaller and restricted areas, bound by endless checkpoints, and where people’s liberty and dignity are diminished.  Furthermore, we are hearing evermore of the hardship and inhumane existence in Gaza as people are continuing to be forced into restricted areas of land, and life feels more like a death sentence.
Those final words of the nursery rhyme are also frighteningly apt given the March 2026 ruling of the Knesset to instigate the death penalty for those guilty of terrorism. The wording is such that if this law comes into effect, it will only be applied to Palestinians. Death will be by hanging.
Conclusion

As the very existence of Palestine is terrifyingly threatened by the E1 development, seemingly unfolding under the cover of darkness as the spotlight continues to shine almost exclusively on the awful war with Iran, and the separate but awful rise of antisemitism in the UK, we must hold our Government to account, not only regarding the latter but also in ensuring that the threats they have outlined in the statement of  22 May 2026 will not prove to be empty.
I am committed to keeping a spotlight on the suffering and oppression in Palestine (The West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem) and standing alongside our Christian and Muslim brothers and sisters; just as I am committed to keeping a spotlight on the anti-Jewish hatred in the UK, and standing alongside our Jewish brothers and sisters here. The Christian imperative is for us to seek to be good neighbours to all – and to act and speak for equal human dignity for all. There is no place for ‘either-or’, only ‘both-and’.
Earlier this month as I visited the Central Criminal Court of Old Bailey, I walked past Holy Sepulchre church, named after the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem – the holy Christian site of Christ’s hope-filled empty tomb. When those bells ring out in London may they do so for justice and dignity for all people – in London and across the UK, and in Palestine and Israel, and beyond.
Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester           June 2026

  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 14th June 2026 it is Trinity 2 and there will be services as follows: 
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa will preside;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside, followed by a Baptism at 12.45pm;
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa; and
At 3.00pm in Meldyke Square outside the Stainton Memorial Hall there will be the 2026 Stainton Big Sing.  Everyone is welcome to gather at the Memorial Hall in Stainton Village at 3.00 pm.  This will be led by Revd Laura Wild, our Vicar, and Revd David Godfrey, Methodist Minister, and supported by the Marske Junior Band who have been invited to accompany the singing.
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Here is photo of the 2025 Big Sing – do come and join in for this year’s event.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 2 are
· Exodus 19:2-8a
· Psalm 100
· Romans 5:1-8
· Matthew 9:35-10:8
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 2 will be given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 9:35-10:8). The Reflection can be found at this link.

On Monday 15th June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the second session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Saturday 20th June 2026 at 10.00am to 12.00noon at Brookfield Church there will be a Charity Coffee Morning. 
On Saturday 20th June 2026 at 2.00pm to 5.00pm you are invited to the Hilton Open Gardens event.  At least eight gardens will be open to the public in aid of St. Peter’s Church, Hilton.  Tickets (£10) will be for sale at the church from 1.30-4.00pm on the day and include tea and cake at one of the houses.  Admission is free for wheelchair users, their carers and children under 13.  The ticket (to be shown at each property) will include a map showing which gardens are open.
     ____________________________________
On Sunday 21st June 2026 it is Trinity 3 and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister;

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Baptism led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild; and

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Priest, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside; and
At 4.00pm at Brookfield Church the first of our fortnightly “Church Family at 4” services on the theme of “Light” led jointly by Revd Laura and Revd Vanessa.
The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity 3 are:

· Jeremiah 20:7-13
· Psalm 69:8-20
· Romans 4:13-end

· Matthew 10:24-39
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 3 will be given by the Venerable Canon Liz Hassall, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 10:24-39). The Reflection can be found at this link.
On Monday 22nd June 2026 at 6.30pm in Stainton Church Parish Room; there will be the third session of our seven-week “Bereavement Journey”.
On Tuesday 23rd June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 24th June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.  

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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