Greetings to Stainton with Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 22nd May 2026
Dementia Information Session
Last Tuesday afternoon 24 people from across our three Churches gathered in the Stainton Parish Room for a very eye-opening Dementia Information Session. The session was hosted by Stainton Mothers’ Union (MU) and delivered by Marie Kerr, Project Development Manager at the local charity Dementia Action Teesside. At the end of the Session Marie presented Revd Laura and Judith Clare with Certificates of the Church’s commitment, and that of its MU Branch, to “becoming more dementia‑friendly to help improve the lives of people affected by dementia”.
[image: image1.jpg]¥
"‘:

>
=



 [image: image2.jpg]Stainton
Mothers’union




 [image: image3.jpg]b pementia Action
SUp[@@wﬁ:émg - Py
Dementia | | ’ 33D
Frlendly €] v @
Communitie p 1}

This is to certify that

St Peter and
St Paul’sChurch
Stainton with Hemlington

Has committed to becoming more

dementia-friendly to help improve the
lives of people affected by dementia.

chair of the T rustess




Marie writes:
Hi Judith


I just wanted to say a huge thank you for organising yesterday- what a wonderful audience. It’s so heart-warming to have people who genuinely want to know more about dementia.


Please find attached the photos from yesterday. We will put them on our Facebook page at some point his week.

If anyone would like to give any formal feedback this would be most welcome as it helps form evidence of our impact for funding for our charity. If anyone wants to give any feedback they can follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/dementiainformationsession . Please share as you think appropriate.

Once again, many thanks for joining the community; you are now in our directory under Faith Groups: Middlesbrough
 

Kindest regards

Marie

 ____________________________________
Thy Kingdom Come 2026

Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) – which is ten years old this year - is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray from Ascension (14th May 2026) to Pentecost (24th May 2026) for more people to come to know Jesus.
Every person, household and church are encouraged to pray during the 11 days in their own way. It is our hope and prayer, that those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and His love for the world, will hear it for themselves and respond and follow Him.
Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian across the globe to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 people who have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
Whether you have joined in ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ before or not, we invite you to take part and join in.
This year’s Thy Kingdom Come is all about the presence of God through His Spirit. The God who is with us in the everyday – in the joys and sorrows of life (and everything in between) and the One who, through His Spirit, longs to reveal Himself to those who do not yet know Him.
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This year our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, has arranged a series of TKC events for our Church Family to provide opportunities for us to take part in praying for those who do not yet know Jesus to hear His call and to respond to it and follow Him. Here is a list of what is happening when and where:
At midday each day during TKC 2026 – the period from Ascension Day to Pentecost – prayers within an interactive prayer space will be held:
· In Brookfield Church on Friday 15th May and Saturday 16th May;

· In Stainton Church on Monday 18th May, Tuesday 19th May and Wednesday 20th May; and

· In Hilton Church on Thursday 21st May, Friday 22nd May and Saturday 23rd May.

   ____________________________________
Your Church Needs You!
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Stainton Church is looking for a volunteer Church member to help with operating the music for services. 

The mp3 sound files for our Stainton Songbook and the orange “Hymns Old and New” hymn book that are played during services are stored on a laptop computer. Initially, the task is quite simple – in effect, just using the mouse to click on the “play” and “pause” buttons on the media player. In time we hope you will be able to create the “playlist(s)” for the services on the media player using the list of hymns that has been chosen by Joan Mason. Full training in how to do all this will be given.
If you are interested in helping with this important task, please speak to one of us.

Revd Laura Wild, Vernon Clare and Bob Ardley

  ____________________________________
Bishop to give organ recital – Save the Date!
Over the weekend of Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 2026 Stainton Church is celebrating its Patronal Festival to mark the Feast of St Peter and St Paul. On Sunday 28th June there will be:

At 11.00am a Patronal Festival service of Holy Communion; and

At 6.00pm – 8.00pm an Organ Recital followed by some light refreshments. Our former Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Paul Ferguson, has kindly accepted our invitation to give a recital on the beautiful traditional pipe organ in Stainton Church. There is no admission charge to attend the concert – free tickets will be available soon, to help with catering - but generous donations to Stainton Church to support it work in our Parish of Stainton with Hemlington will be gratefully received.
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and the Diocese of York
We very much look forward to welcoming Bishop Paul back into our midst … and to welcoming all the people who attend this time of fellowship and hear our fine organ being played.
Day-trip to Holy Island – 6th June 2026

The people at St Clare’s Roman Catholic Church on Low Lane, Brookfield have organised a day-trip to Holy Island – they go every year, it seems – and they have sent an e-mail to our Vicar, Revd Laura, extending an invitation to people from our Church Family of three Churches to join them. They already have one coach full and have booked another coach which they also hope to fill. 

Here are the details from Jackie Smith at St Clare’s. If any e-News Reader would like to go on the trip please would you contact Jackie directly ASAP after this weekend to book your place.

 ******

Hi Laura

I’m from St Clare’s on Low Lane. We are arranging our annual visit to Holy Island on Saturday 6th June [2026] and wonder if any of your parishioners would like to join us. The day supports Stella Maris, a UK-based charity which supports seafarers and fishers [fishermen/fisherwomen], and includes:

· a stop for coffee at Alnwick en-route, 
· a free lunch provided by Stella Maris, 
· a mass in the Anglican Church and time to explore the island and
· a stop for fish and chips (if wanted) at Seahouses on the way home.
The cost is £22.00 for the day. We already have one full coach and are hoping to fill a second coach. 
If there is any interest, please let me know ASAP after this weekend. 
[My phone number for bookings is] 07970 520960 if anybody wants to contact me. 
Many thanks
Jackie Smith


  ____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Friday 22nd May 2026 at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church there will be a TKC prayer space open for us to pray for those who do not yet know Jesus to hear His call and to respond to it and follow Him.
On Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church there will be a TKC prayer space open for us to pray for those who do not yet know Jesus to hear His call and to respond to it and follow Him.
  ____________________________________
On Sunday 24th May 2026 it is Pentecost Sunday, sometimes known as The Birthday of the Church, and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside and our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preach;

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside and Revd Vanessa will preach; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church there will be a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Pentecost are:

· Acts 2:1-21 [or Numbers 11:24-30]
· Psalm 104:26-36, 37b
· 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 [or Acts 2:1-21]
· John 20.19–23 or John 7.37–39
The Diocesan Reflection for Pentecost is given by the Rt Revd Barry Hill, our Bishop of Whitby. Bishop Barry reflects on John 14:12 in which there is a discussion about Jesus promising to send the Holy Spirit. The Reflection can be found at this link.
On Tuesday 26th May 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

On Thursday 28th May 2026 there will NOT be a Drop-in at Brookfield Church – the Drop-in is taking a week off.

  ____________________________________
On Sunday 31st May 2026 it is Trinity Sunday when we celebrate our God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is also a 5th Sunday so there will be a single Church Family 5th Sunday Special service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Brookfield Church at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby, will preside and at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preach. 

This Church Family service will be followed by a Church Family Barbeque (BBQ) in the Vicarage Garden at 89 Low Lane, Middlesbrough TS5 8EF, courtesy of the Wild family, when everybody will be most welcome to share in this time of fellowship (you mike like to bring a picnic chair if you have one).

Editor’s note: There will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Hilton Church on 31st May.

The scripture passages set in the Lectionary for Trinity Sunday are

· Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-31
· Psalm 8
· 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
· Matthew 28:16-20
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity Sunday will be given by the Venerable Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel passage set for that day (Matthew 28:16-20). The Reflection can be found at this link form about the Thursday of the previous week.
On Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Church Family Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

   ____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine, for Lebanon, for Iran and the wider Middle East
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace. Please pray too for Jewish and Arab Christians, and especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.  

Here is a guide to prayer for this war from Dr Michelle Corral on the Breath of the Spirit website.
One of the most powerful ways believers can respond to this crisis is through intercession prayer. As chaos reigns in the natural realm, Christians are called to do battle in the spiritual one. Christian prayer for peace is not passive, it’s a form of warfare, rooted in love, mercy, and the authority of Christ.

Here are several focused prayer points:

· Pray for a supernatural peace to cover the Middle East, calming tensions and guiding leaders toward de-escalation.

· Intercede for protection over innocent civilians in both Israel and Iran, especially children, the elderly, and the displaced.

· Ask for the softening of hardened hearts, both in governments and in the public, so that healing and reconciliation can begin.

Scriptures to pray include:

· Isaiah 2:4 – “He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into ploughshares…”

· Psalm 122:6 – “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May those who love you be secure.'”

· Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

This is not about choosing a side. It’s about choosing peace. It’s about seeing the humanity behind the headlines and lifting those lives up in persistent prayer.

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.

Here is a prayer from the Church of England Facebook page:
Most holy God and Father

Hear our prayers for all who strive for peace 

and all who fight for justice.

Help us, who today remember the cost of war, 

to work for a better tomorrow;

And, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict, 

bring us all, in the end, 

to the peace of Your presence; 

through Christ our Lord.

Amen

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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