Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 13th February 2026
Are you fed up with the rainy Winter weather?

Fear not, Spring is on its way!

Your Editor was excited to see signs of the new life that our Spring season brings with the emergence of snowdrops in the Stainton Churchyard, and also that, come 5.00pm, there is still some vestige of day light.
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 ___________________________
Introducing our Lent Sermon series
During Lent our sermons will follow the “Growing Good” material from the Church Urban Fund (CUF).
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Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild writes:

Please do step into Lent at one of three Ash Wednesday Holy Communion services next week (Ash Wednesday is 18th February 2026 - the services are at: 10.00am at Brookfield, 12.00noon at Hilton, and 7.00pm at Stainton) as we keep this season faithfully, to prepare for Easter. 
Janet Morley writes "To keep Lent is to turn aside from the ordinary routines of our life in order to reflect; to notice what is going on, to detect what is really significant."  

Throughout Lent as we seek to simplify our lives and draw nearer to God, we are continuing to pray into our common identity and the needs of our communities. Utilising the Church Urban Fund's Growing Good material alongside the Lectionary, we journey through Lent together these weeks, to detect what is really significant! 

Here are the Growing Good themes and scripture passages that we shall follow on each Sunday during Lent:
22nd February (Lent 1)
Theme: PRESENCE
Key Question

What do we want our Church to be known for in our community?

Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness
Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world”

1st March (Lent 2)

Theme: PERSEVERENCE
Key Question

What is the longest running institution in our area? Why so?

Lectionary Scripture

John 3:1-17

Nicodemus


Growing Good Scripture
Jeremiah 29:4-7
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”

8th March (Lent 3)

Theme: ADAPABILITY
Key Question

What changes has this Church made in the last year?
Lectionary Scripture
John 4:26-42 
In Samaria – “My food is to do the will of the One who sent me and to complete His work”

Growing Good Scripture
1 Corinthians 9:19-22 
“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city”
15th March (Mothering Sunday)

Theme: HOSPITALITY
Key Question

What makes you feel welcome at Church?
Lectionary Scripture

Exodus 2:1-10
Moses’ birth, concealment and adoption
Growing Good Scripture
Luke 14:7-14

Places of honour at the wedding banquet
22nd March (Lent 5)
(Plurality Holy Communion at Hilton Church)





Theme: PARTICIPATION
Key Question

How has God gifted you? Head; hands; heart; task – identify your own gifts
Lectionary Scripture

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Prophesying over dry bones
Growing Good Scripture
Matthew 4:18-22
Call of the disciples - “I will send you out to fish for people”
29th March (Palm Sunday)
Theme: JUSTICE
Key Question

What justice issues do you care about and why?
Lectionary Scripture

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem
Growing Good Scripture
John 4:1-25

Woman at the well
 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 15th February 2026 it is the Sunday Next before Lent and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal Breakfast Church service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations, led by our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service].

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside and at which our ALM, Julia Ardley, will preach.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Sunday Next before Lent are:

· Exodus 24:12-end
· Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
· 2 Peter 1:16-end
· Matthew 17:1-9
The Diocesan Reflection for the Sunday Next before Lent will be given by the Venerable Liz Hassall, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passage - the telling of the story of The Transfiguration - set for that Sunday (Matthew 17:1‑9). Your Editor commends this Reflection to you – Archdeacon Liz opens up, in five simple steps, a fresh understanding of the strange event that is The Transfiguration. You can find the Reflection at this link. 
On Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 18th February 2026 it is Ash Wednesday – the beginning of Lent - and there will be services of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, as follows:
at 10.00am at Brookfield Church;
at 12.00 noon at Hilton Church; and

at 7.00pm at Stainton Church.

On Thursday 19th February 2026 at Brookfield Church – please note that the usual weekly Thursday Drop-In will NOT be held on this day.

On Saturday 21st February 2026 at 10.00am -11:30am at Brookfield Church there is a Charity Coffee Morning in aid of the “52nd Middlesbrough - Hemlington Guides”. The Stainton Mothers’ Union will be supporting this event. We are aiming to offer pancakes to those who attend! [Editor’s note: The Hemlington Guide Company meet each Tuesday evening during term-time in the Stainton Church Parish Room]
   ____________________________________ 

On Sunday 22nd February 2026 – Lent 1 – and we start our series of Lenten sermons based on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) “Growing Good” material. The “Growing Good” theme this Sunday is Presence. 
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On 22nd February 2026 there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura will also preside. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by our Vicar, Revd Laura.

The scripture passages we will use at these services are:

· Lectionary choice

Matthew 4:1-11

· Growing Good choice
Matthew 5:14-16

The Diocesan Reflection for Lent 1 will be given by the Archdeacon of the East Riding, the Venerable Andy Broom. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel passage set for this Sunday (Matthew 4:1-11). You will be able to find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 24th February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 25th February 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  ____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine
especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… for Iran
especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region.

… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525
E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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