Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 30th January 2026
  ____________________________________ 

Welcome Archbishop Sarah, our new Archbishop of Canterbury
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Picture credits: Left – Diocese of London (accessed 29-01-2026)
Right - Graham Westley Lacado via the Archbishop of York website
  

On Wednesday this week 28th January 2026 the Confirmation of Election of Bishop Sarah Mullally as 106th Archbishop of Canterbury took place at St Paul’s Cathedral in London. This was the legal ceremony during which Bishop Sarah legally become the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

  

Please pray for Archbishop Sarah as she takes up her new role – you could use this prayer that was posted on the Church of England Facebook page:

Almighty God, you call Your Church in every age to proclaim the Gospel of Christ:

Look with mercy upon your servant Sarah, and grant that,

· as Deacon, she may care for those in need;
· as Priest, sustain us with the ministry of word and sacrament; and
· as Bishop, guard the faith and build up the body of Christ in holiness.

Give her wisdom and kindness that 
· as Archbishop, she may promote unity, seek truth, and lead us in the way of righteousness and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

 ____________________________________ 

Vocations Roadshow

Our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, is hosting a Vocations Roadshow from 10.00am to 3.00pm on Saturday 7th February 2026 at St Barnabas Church, Linthorpe. This is an opportunity to explore ordained and lay ministries in the Cleveland Archdeaconry. Come for all or just part of the time – bring a packed lunch if you wish (drinks will be provided).
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VOCATIONS
ROADSHOW Saturday 7th February | 10am-3pm

Explore lay and ordained vocations in the Archdeaconry
of Cleveland.

St Barnabas Church, Middlesbrough, TS5 6JR

Email Samantha taylor@yorkdiocese.org to book your

place

Download poster for your church




This Roadshow is NOT JUST FOR PEOPLE CONSIDERING ORDINATION: lay ministries and roles are also covered – specifically Churchwarden and Reader – and there will be short 10-minute talks from people who have been called into these ministries about their experience.
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  ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 1st February 2026 it is Epiphany 4 but we will be celebrating The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, also known as Candlemas (transferred from 2nd February) and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion 
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service].

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Candlemas are:

· Malachi 3:1-5

· Psalm 24:[1-6], 7-10
· Hebrews 2:1-end

· Luke 2:22-40

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Epiphany 4 are:

· 1 Kings 17:8-16
· Psalm 36:5-10
· 1 Corinthians 1:18-end
· John 2:1-11
Details of the Diocesan Reflection for Epiphany 4/Candlemas will be provided in due course. You will be able to find the Reflection at this link; exceptionally, for this coming Sunday, the Diocese will be re‑posting the Church of England’s service for Candlemas.
On Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 9.30am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

   ____________________________________ 

On Sunday 8th February 2026 – the 2nd Sunday before Lent (it is also Racial Justice Sunday) - there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the 2nd Sunday before Lent are:
· Genesis 1:1 – 2:3
· Psalm 136
· Romans 8:18-25
· Matthew 6:25-34
Details of the Diocesan Reflection for the 2nd Sunday before Lent will be provided in due course. You will be able to find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before the Sunday. 

On Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 11th February 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________ 

Please continue to pray 

… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
… for Israel and Palestine
especially for the Iranian people at this time of civil unrest; a free Iran could signal a totally different era in the whole Middle East region(*).
… and for Ukraine and Russia
for an end to the war started by Russia.
(*) Editor’s note:  One for Israel is a multi-faceted ministry with the express goal of reaching Israelis with the Good News of Yeshua [Jesus], training and equipping the Body of Messiah in Israel, and blessing [the Israeli] community with Yeshua’s love; they have recently published an article about the situation in Iran in which they say they are “praying for freedom for the Iranian people” and asking “what would their freedom mean for the Middle East?”. 

The article entitled “A Free Iran is an Open Door for the Gospel” can be found at this link – it makes an interesting read!
_____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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