Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 23rd January 2026
The Editor apologises to those Readers who missed last week’s e-News – he sent out the MailChimp “Fancy Coloured Newsletter” but forgot to send out the simpler Outlook e-mail version of the e-News. A thousand million apologies!
Brookfield, Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton Church Family Vision Day
We hope as many Members of our three Churches as possible will come to the Church Family Away (half)Day at 10.00am on Saturday 24th January
Please do come, even if you have not told the Vicar that you will be there.

Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is inviting all members of our three Churches to come to a “Vision Day” for us to “come, worship, pray and dream about the future” as we continue our walk with God. 
We hope that you will be able to come to this half-day session which will be so much the poorer if you are not there to take part – everyone’s contributions will be important to defining our vision for the next few years.
The “Vision (half) Day” will be held at St Francis of Assisi Church (by kind permission of Revd Brenda Forrester), Barwick Way, Ingleby Barwick, TS17 0WD from 10.00am until 1.00pm on Saturday 24th January 2026.

Revd Laura asks us to prepare for this event:

· Pray the Revitalise Prayer each day, asking God to “give vision to our planning and inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will”
· Ask God for a season of revelation during this Epiphany

· Note down your thoughts on what common identity holds our Church Family (Plurality of Parishes) together

· Perhaps arrive early on Saturday 24th January to walk the St Francis Prayer Labyrinth
If you have any questions or insights Revd Laura asks you to get in touch with her: 

· by ‘phone 01642-598621 or 

· by e-mail rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Editor’s note: It would be helpful for catering purposes if people who are going to attend this important Plurality event would let Revd Laura know, either by ‘phone or by e-mail.
 ____________________________________ 

“… shining brightly for our King!”
Last weekend your Editor attended the Morning Praise service at Hilton Church which was still beautifully decorated with Christmas features and lots of lights; I was particularly taken by a Crib/Nativity scene on one of the windowsills.
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I was reminded of the simple children’s song the we sing every week at our Coffee and Kids (C&Ks) pre-school toddler group; from time to time we remind the little-ones and their (grand)parents that in the darkness of our world Jesus asks us to shine like His light. Here are the song lyrics:
Light a candle, light a candle,

Light a candle for the King;

Shining brightly in the darkness,

Shining brightly for our King
  ____________________________________ 

The Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, Bishop of London, is soon to be
our new Archbishop of Canterbury
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The following message was posted yesterday, 22nd January 2026, on the St Paul's Cathedral (London) Facebook page:

Next week [on the 28th January 2026] a historic moment will be taking place within our walls - the Confirmation of Election of Bishop Sarah Mullally as 106th Archbishop of Canterbury. 

  

Not to be confused with the Installation (historically known as an enthronement), which will take place at Canterbury Cathedral [on Wednesday 25 March 2026, the Feast of the Annunciation], the Confirmation of Election is a legal ceremony during which Bishop Sarah will legally become the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

  

Within the religious service, we'll briefly become a court of law while the Archbishop of York and other bishops appointed by the King decide whether the procedural steps have been properly carried out to confirm the election of the new Archbishop. 

  

What do we know of our ABC-D, our “Archbishop of Canterbury – Designate”? Well, here is her New Year Message for 2026:
As I look to the new year and my forthcoming role as Archbishop of Canterbury, I draw upon my experience as a nurse working in the NHS. In this same spirit of service, both of these callings are shaped by my desire to uphold and support those in need, from all walks of life.

Good health care is incredibly important to me. It goes hand in hand with my Christian faith, inspired by Jesus's call for us to love and care deeply for one another. At St Thomas' Hospital, where I first trained, the chapel is a place of sanctuary for staff and patients, away from the busy wards.

The multifaith chaplaincy team is on hand to listen, pray, or simply sit with those going through life's most difficult and painful moments.

On the wall is a memorial to Florence Nightingale, who established the nightingale School of Nursing here in 1860, driven by her deep Christian faith and commitment to care.

More than 160 years on, I see that same care for patients in the porters, nurses, doctors, healthcare assistants and many others who work in our hospitals. At bedsides, in wards and theatres across our country, they work to bring healing, alongside countless other acts of kindness.

At the Children's Hospital, there are staff here who specialise in play therapy, softening the anxiety of a hospital stay and speeding up recovery. While places like this provide excellent care, we know that our hospitals are under increasing pressure, with social and palliative care services stretched, long waiting times, and severe strain on dedicated NHS staff.

But this can be eased. Community support can help deal with the root causes of many admissions. I see this in my own diocese in London, where people are delivering holistic support in different settings. Churches like SAINT in Hackney hold regular lunches, understanding that for many of us, a place to go where food is provided and there are people to talk to, can be as important as medical intervention for our physical and mental health.

Here, people from all over the world, from many different backgrounds, experience a warm welcome, a health check-up if they need it, and importantly, the love of Jesus Christ, who showed us how to wash the feet of others.

In my calling now, I strive to carry the care and compassion that shaped my vocation as a nurse into everything that I do. The role of the church should be a healing presence in our nation, bringing people together at times of often intense division, caring deeply for those who are in need of our help.

Happy New Year.

And here is a prayer from Archbishop-elect Sarah, taken from her article about Christian Social Action on the Church Urban Fund (CUF) website:
Almighty God, we give you thanks for your commission to be part of building the Kingdom of heaven on earth.

And we pray for those who, day in, day out, volunteer their time, give their time in paid employment, to bring your kingdom in, whether that is through advice, providing services, or whether it's through challenging systems in our communities and in our country.

We pray now for their work and the work of CUF, that you may water it and nourish it, that it may flourish from a mustard seed into that wonderful tree that provides support and shelter for so many, and we ask your blessing upon our work that your name may be known.

Amen
You can hear what Archbishop-elect Sarah says about Christian Social Action in this YouTube video – just Ctrl‑Click on the video picture to watch it.



 ____________________________________ 

Vocations Roadshow

Our Bishop of Whitby, the Rt Revd Barry Hill, is hosting a Vocations Roadshow from 10.00am to 3.00pm on Saturday 7th February 2026 at St Barnabas Church, Linthorpe. This is an opportunity to explore ordained and lay ministries in the Cleveland Archdeaconry. Come for all or just part of the time – bring a packed lunch if you wish (drinks will be provided).
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VOCATIONS
ROADSHOW Saturday 7th February | 10am-3pm

Explore lay and ordained vocations in the Archdeaconry
of Cleveland.

St Barnabas Church, Middlesbrough, TS5 6JR

Email Samantha taylor@yorkdiocese.org to book your

place

Download poster for your church




This Roadshow is NOT JUST FOR PEOPLE CONSIDERING ORDINATION: lay ministries and roles are also covered – specifically Churchwarden and Reader – and there will be short 10-minute talks from people who have been called into these ministries about their experience.
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  ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Saturday 24th January 2026 at 10.00am until 1.00pm at St Francis of Assisi Church, Ingleby Barwick there will be a our “Plurality Vision Away (half) Day”
  _____________________________________

On Sunday 25th January 2026 – Epiphany 3 (it is also the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) and the Conversion of Saint Paul (transferred from 26th January)) – there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion. 

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Conversion of Saint Paul are:
· Acts 9:1-22
· Psalm 67
· Galatians 1:11-16a
· Matthew 19:27-30
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Epiphany 3 are:
· Isaiah 1:1-4
· Psalm 27:1, 4-12
· 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
· Matthew 4:12-23
The Diocesan Reflection for the Epiphany 3 will be given by the (newly installed on 10th January) Archdeacon of York, the Venerable Canon Liz Hassall, Archdeacon Liz reflects on the Gospel passage set for Epiphany 3 (Matthew 4:12-23). You can find the Reflection at this link. 
On Tuesday 27th January 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church; there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

On Sunday 1st February 2026 it is Epiphany 4 but will be celebrating The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, also known as Candlemas (transferred from 2nd February) and there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion 
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church an informal Café Church service with simple refreshments, quizzes, puzzles and conversations. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service].

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Candlemas are:

· Malachi 3:1-5

· Psalm 24:[1-6], 7-end

· Hebrews 2:1-end

· Luke 2:22-40

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Epiphany 4 are:

· 1 Kings 17:8-16
· Psalm 36:5-10
· 1 Corinthians 1:18-end
· John 2:1-11
Details of the Diocesan Reflection for Epiphany 4/Candlemas will be provided in due course. You will be able to find the Reflection at this link.

On Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 9.30am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

Please continue to pray 

… and for Ukraine and Russia

For an end to the war started by Russia.
… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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