Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
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Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 28th November 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

Stop Press!
Click this link “Nativity Extras” Plurality Advent Bible Study to see information 

about our four-week Advent Bible Study course.

____________________________________
Come to the “New (Worship) Song Sing Along”
At both Stainton Church and at Hilton Church we have new worship songbooks from which we have used a few songs already in our services. The songbooks contain other new songs which it would be good to learn before they are introduced in future services. After the 5th Sunday Joint (Plurality) Holy Communion service at Stainton Church at 10.30am on Advent Sunday 30th November 2025 there will be a short half-hour “New Song Sing Along” session in the Church for us to listen to and sing a few of the new songs / “carols” in the songbook whilst we enjoy the post-service refreshments. 
We do hope you can join us!

 ____________________________________
What is Advent and Christmas all about?

Come and see the Nativity Festival at

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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Our Pioneer Minister Revd Vanessa Kirby is organising a Nativity Festival at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield over the weekend of Friday 28th to Sunday 30th November 2025. Vanessa writes:
My vision for the Nativity Festival is that, as for last year’s Angel Festival at Stainton, we invite the local community, people from across the Plurality and from the wider Church, to come explore the significance of Advent and Christmas.  My prayer is that each person who visits the Nativity Festival will see and sense the wonder of our God told through the story of the nativity.
Nativities of various designs and materials, including some created by children at our local schools, will be on display. You are invited to come and see all the nativities and vote for your favourite. Whilst you are there, tea and coffee, and mince pies and shortbread biscuits will be served. This is a free event – there will be no charge to come and see the nativities and vote for the best one, nor will there be a charge for the refreshments. BUT …. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
The Nativity Festival will be open at the following times:

Friday 28th November: 3.30pm to 5.30pm

Saturday 29th November:2.00pm to 4.00pm

Sunday 30th November 4.30pm to 5.30pm followed by …..

The Close of Festival service in St Margaret’s Church at 5.30pm on Sunday 30th November when we will sing Christmas carols and announce the winning Nativity with the most votes and …. more refreshments will be served!
The Festival will be open to local schools and other community groups on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd December, or by appointment – please contact Revd Vanessa on mobile no: 07804-234388.
During Advent, following on from the Nativity Festival, our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild is holding a "Nativity Extras" Plurality Bible Study, looking at the characters who are not usually included in the Nativity scene. 
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This short study course - just four Monday afternoons - will be held from 2.00pm to 3.00pm at St Margaret's Church, Brookfield on the following Mondays: 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December 2025

Revd Vanessa has appealed for help from Church Members with the running of the Festival, to help with:

· Welcoming visitors; 

· Serving refreshments; and

· Helping with craft-work.

If you can help, please let Vanessa know by adding your name to the sign-up list which you will find in each of the three Churches

 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 30th November 2025 we begin a new year in the Church calendar (Year A) which runs through Advent 2025 until the Sunday before Advent 2026

On Sunday 30th November 2025 – Advent Sunday – there will be a single morning service, one of our “5th Sunday Special” Plurality Holy Communion services at 10.30am at Stainton Church, at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby will preside jointly. This will be our annual Toy / Gift Service at which we shall welcome the donation of UNWRAPPED gifts which will be passed on to a local charity for them to give to needy families who would otherwise not have any gifts to open on Christmas Day. 
In addition, after the 10.30am service, whilst people are having their refreshments, there will be half‑hour “new song sing along” time in the Church so that we can listen to and sing a few of the new‑to‑us songs / “carols” in our Stainton (and Hilton) songbooks. 

[Editor’s note: There will NOT be a morning service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church that day].

On Sunday 30th November 2025 at Brookfield Church from 4.30pm to 5.30pm the Nativity Festival will be open for viewing, followed by …

On Sunday 30th November 2025 at 5.30pm there will be the Close of Nativity Festival service at Brookfield Church when we will sing Christmas carols and announce the winning Nativity with the most votes and …. more refreshments will be served!

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Advent Sunday are:
· Isaiah 2:1-5
· Psalm 122
· Romans 13:11-14
· Matthew 24:36-44
The Diocesan Reflection for the Advent Sunday is given by our Archbishop of York, the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell. Archbishop Stephen reflects on the Gospel passage set for Advent Sunday (Matthew 24:36-44). You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Monday 1st December 2025 at 2.00pm for one hour at Brookfield Church there will be the first session of our Plurality Bible Study “Nativity Extras”, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. 

On Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

  _____________________________________

On Sunday 7th December 2025 – Advent 2 there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion.
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion 

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Advent 2 are:

· Isaiah 11:1-10
· Psalm 72:1-7,18,19
· Romans 15:4-13
· Matthew 3:1-12
The Diocesan Reflection for Advent 2 will be given by the Very Revd Dominic Barrington, Dean of York Minster. Dean Dominic reflects on the Gospel passage set for Advent 2 (Matthew 3:1-12). You can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before the Sunday. 

On Monday 8th December 2025 at 2.00pm for one hour at Brookfield Church there will be the second session of our Plurality Bible Study “Nativity Extras”, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. 

On Tuesday 9th December 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 10th December 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Friday 12th December 2025 at 7.00pm there will be the Hilton Village Carol Service in St Peter’s Church
_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand 
Here is a prayer from the Methodist Church in the UK, following the earthquake that struck on 28th March 2025. Wikipedia reports that: the earthquake directly killed up to 5,352 people in Myanmar and 103 in Thailand, while one person died from shock in Vietnam. Up to 11,404 people were injured and hundreds more were reported missing.
Loving God, we pray for all those affected by the earthquake in Myanmar.  Our hearts are heavy as we see scenes of extensive damage experienced by people who are already suffering from the uncertainties and deprivations of war.  

We pray for all those who have lost friends and family members, and those unable to find out if loved ones are safe or not, especially those who fear for the lives of those trapped under collapsed buildings in Myanmar and Thailand. 

We pray for restoration of power and communication, and enough information to allow appropriate relief to be channelled quickly.

We pray for all those involved in relief efforts, and for all those trying to provide logistical, emotional and spiritual support.

And we give thanks that you, Lord God, know the details that we don't know, care about each person, and are present in every situation.  May we show your compassion through our prayers and our giving.
Amen.
… for Afghanistan Three major earthquakes hit eastern Afghanistan in five days, killing more than 2,200 people and injuring over 3,600. Here is a prayer from Christian Aid:
When the earth trembles and the mountains quake and the earth melts away…

Hold our hearts, God. Send our hands and feet to help however we can.

When the skies darken and the foundations falter and hell erupts underneath…

Hold our hearts, God. Send our hands and feet to help however we can.

When fear and grief shake foundations to the core and continue their devastation long after the world falls still…

Hold our hearts, God. Send our hands and feet to help however we can.

Our sisters and brothers, our family, in Afghanistan live this horror - now.

God of uncontrollable love and mercy, may we match your love in the way we respond - now.

Amen 

… and for Ukraine and Russia

Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity World Vision:

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine.

 

Lord we ask for peace for those who need peace, reconciliation for those who need reconciliation and comfort for all who don’t know what tomorrow will bring. Lord may your Kingdom come, and Your will be done. 

 

Lord God, we ask for you to be with all – especially children who are suffering as the crisis in Ukraine deteriorates. Lord for those who are anxious and fearful. For those who are bereaved, injured or who have lost their lives. And for those who have lost loved ones. Lord hear our prayers. 
Lord, we ask that decisions makers hear Your voice. Parents protecting their families. Church leaders as they support and comfort people. And Lord we ask for wise actions from global leaders - who have the power not only to start wars, but to stop them too.  

 

And Father God we cry out for an end to this crisis. For mercy, peace, and truth – because You are light, hope, power, and love. 
Amen. 

… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
Here is a Christmas Prayer by David Oludele Onabanjo, Intercultural Mission Enabler in the Diocese of Manchester, and taken from the Church of England “Everyday Faith” App for this week commencing 14th December 2025:
God of compassion,
We lift before You all those who are suffering due to war, famine and conflict.

May Your peace reach the places where violence reigns,

And may Your comfort touch those who mourn and fear.
Stir our hearts, as you did in Antioch (*), bringing relief, hope and healing.

Amen

(*) Acts 11:27-30 (NRSVA): … Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world … The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Our Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked us to pray fervently for people to come forward to fill a number of clergy vacancies in our Archdeaconry. Here is the prayer that we shall be using together at our weekly prayer gathering and in our intercessions during services, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
_____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley
26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 
T: 01642-284525
E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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