Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 14th November 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

What is Advent and Christmas all about?

Come and see the Nativity Festival at

St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield
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Our Pioneer Minister Revd Vanessa Kirby is organising a Nativity Festival at St Margaret’s Church, Brookfield over the weekend of Friday 28th to Sunday 30th November 2025. Vanessa writes:
My vision for the Nativity Festival is that, as for last year’s Angel Festival at Stainton, we invite the local community, people from across the Plurality and from the wider Church, to come explore the significance of Advent and Christmas.  My prayer is that each person who visits the Nativity Festival will see and sense the wonder of our God told through the story of the nativity.
Nativities of various designs and materials, including some created by children at our local schools, will be on display. You are invited to come and see all the nativities and vote for your favourite. Whilst you are there, tea and coffee, and mince pies and shortbread biscuits will be served. This is a free event – there will be no charge to come and see the nativities and vote for the best one, nor will there be a charge for the refreshments. BUT …. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
The Nativity Festival will be open at the following times:

Friday 28th November: 3.30pm to 5.30pm

Saturday 29th November:2.00pm to 4.00pm

Sunday 30th November 4.30pm to 5.30pm followed by …..

The Close of Festival service in St Margaret’s Church at 5.30pm on Sunday 30th November when we will sing Christmas carols and announce the winning Nativity with the most votes and …. more refreshments will be served!
The Festival will be open to local schools and other community groups on Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd December, or by appointment – please contact Revd Vanessa on mobile no: 07804-234388.
  ____________________________________
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St Cuthbert's Church in Billingham is facing closure due to rising costs and falling attendance
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Picture credit: BBC News
Your Editor is pleased to publicise a fund-raising concert being given by the Middlesbrough Elderly Brothers (and Sister!) (*) to support the Friends of St Cuthbert’s Church, Billingham who aim take ownership of the Church by the end of this year. Come and join in with singing the nostalgic songs of the ’50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. An assortment of delicious refreshments will be available all for the admission of price of £5 per ticket. 
The concert is at 2.00pm on Saturday 15th November 2025 at St Cuthbert’s Church, Billingham.

(*) The Elderly Brothers are led by Mel Russell, husband of Stainton Church member Angela Russell.

 ____________________________________ 
Our Bishop and Archdeacon ask us to pray fervently

Within our Cleveland Archdeaconry there are a large number of clergy vacancies which seem to be difficult to fill. Bishop Barry and Archdeacon Amanda have asked members of all the Churches in the Archdeaconry to pray fervently for these vacancies to be filled; they say:

Dear friends,

As you may be aware, a spate of retirements has meant we are currently working with an unusually high vacancy rate across the Archdeaconry. Whilst we are working hard with parishes and deanery leaders to fill all the posts we can as quickly as we can, this beautiful part of God’s Kingdom can sadly be a slightly hidden treasure to many clergy who seem to think God is calling them further south! Jesus is clear in such circumstances we should pray for more labourers (Matthew 9:37-38).

We are writing, therefore, to encourage every church in the Archdeaconry to be actively praying for God to send the right people to parishes in vacancy at the right time. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if each church could pray for one specific vacancy each time we intercede during services, include this prayer in pewsheets and no doubt the many other ways that will occur to you? 

With many thanks for your partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

Amanda and †Barry

Amanda Bloor | Archdeacon of Cleveland

Barry Hill | Bishop of Whitby
At our PCC meeting last night we discussed the request for us to pray fervently for one of the vacancies mentioned by the Bishop and the Archdeacon in their letter, and we chose to pray for the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice (Group of Parishes) within our Stokesley Deanery (the Benefice comprises: St Botolph’s, Carlton; All Saints’, Crathorne; St Mary Magdalene, Faceby; St Cuthbert’s, Middleton-on-Leven; All Saints, Hutton Rudby; and Holy Cross, Swainby, Whorlton and Potto).
Here is the prayer that we shall be using together, and we ask you to use it in your own private prayer times:
Generous God, we give You thanks for Your enduring faithfulness in times of uncertainty and Your generous call to each of us to serve You.

We pray that You would raise up women and men to serve You as incumbents across the vacancies of our archdeaconry, specifically today praying for the right priest to be found to fill the “House for Duty” vacancy in the Whorlton Benefice in our Stokesley Deanery.

We trust You that You know who and when is right, and pray You would help us all to walk into Your preferred and promised future for us.

Lord in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

  ____________________________________ 

A Sermon of Hope and Solidarity from St Andrew's Church in Ramallah in the Israeli-occupied West Bank (of the River Jordan) Territory of Palestine
Our Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, preached at St Andrew’s Church, Ramallah on Sunday 9th November, 2025 where he spoke about resurrection hope, steadfast faith, and peace rooted in justice (watch below). His sermon was in English, accompanied by serial translation in Arabic by the Revd Dr Fadi Diab, the Rector of St Andrew’s Church.
Archbishop Stephen visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory from 8–11 November 2025 on a pilgrimage of prayer and solidarity with The Most Revd Hosam Naoum, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem. Together, they spent time in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the South Hebron Hills, Ramallah, and Nazareth, meeting local church leaders, congregations, and community organisations.
You can watch and listen to Archbishop Stephen by clicking on this YouTube link or by clicking on the “play” button on the image below.


 ____________________________________ 

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 16th November 2025 – the 2nd Sunday before Advent (it is also Diocesan Safeguarding Sunday) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise led by Julia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister.

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church an informal Breakfast Church service to celebrate St Margaret, Queen of Scotland whose Feast Day it is. There will be discussion, quizzes and simple refreshments led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor's note: There will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby will preside.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for 2nd before Advent are:
· Malachi 4:1-2a
· Psalm 98
· 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
· Luke 21:5-19
The Diocesan Reflection for Diocesan Safeguarding Sunday is given by the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull. Bishop Eleanor reflects on the Gospel set for the day - Luke 21.5–19. You can find the Reflection at this link.
On Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion.

 _____________________________________ 

On Sunday 23rd November 2025 – the Sunday next before Advent / Christ the King and which we in our Plurality celebrate as Safeguarding Sunday there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Revd Laura, will also preside.

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Laura.

The lessons set in the Lectionary for the Sunday next before Advent / Christ the King are:

· Jeremiah 23.1–6
· Psalm 46
· Colossians 1:11-20
· Luke 23:33-43
The Diocesan Reflection for the Sunday next before Advent will be available at this link from about the Thursday before that Sunday.

On Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 26th November 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

On Friday 28th November 2025 at 4.00pm until 6.00pm there will be the Opening of the Nativity Festival at Brookfield Church.

On Saturday 29th November 2025 at 10.00am until 12.00 noon there will be the Brookfield Church Christmas Fayre.

On Saturday 29th November 2025 at 2.00pm until 4.00pm at Brookfield Church the Nativity Festival will be open for viewing.

 _____________________________________ 

On Sunday 30th November 2025 we begin a new year in the Church calendar (Year A) which runs through Advent 2025 until the Sunday before Advent 2026

On Sunday 30th November 2025 – Advent Sunday – there will be a single morning service, one of our “5th Sunday Special” Plurality Holy Communion services at 10.30am at Stainton Church, at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild and Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby will preside jointly. This will be our annual Toy / Gift Service at which we shall welcome the donation of UNWRAPPED gifts which will be passed on to a local charity for them to give to needy families who would otherwise not have any gifts to open on Christmas Day. [Editor’s note: There will NOT be a morning service at Hilton Church or at Brookfield Church that day].

On Sunday 30th November 2025 at Brookfield Church from 4.30pm to 5.30pm the Nativity Festival will be open for viewing, followed by …

On Sunday 30th November 2025 at 5.30pm there will be the Close of Nativity Festival service at Brookfield Church when we will sing Christmas carols and announce the winning Nativity with the most votes and …. more refreshments will be served!

 _____________________________________

Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
… for Afghanistan
… and for Ukraine and Russia



… for Israel and Palestine
 especially that the recently-agreed ceasefire between the Israelis and Hamas would endure and become a lasting Peace.
Here is a Christmas Prayer for the Middle East from the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East:

God of Peace, In the land where You came to dwell among us, let Your light shine again.

Bless all who work for healing and hope, those who teach, comfort and serve.

Protect children, strengthen families, and guide Your Church to be the light of love.

May Your Peace be known on earth, and in every heart this Christmas.

Amen

You can also watch and listen to another Prayer for Peace in the Holy Land by the Most Revd Hosam Naoum, the Anglican Archbishop of Jerusalem, which contains contributions from many Christian Leaders, with a few languages other than English [Editor’s note: There are English subtitles to help you!}. To watch this YouTube video just click on this link or click on the “play” button in the picture. 
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 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  
 _____________________________________

Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day, please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 

T: 01642-284525

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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