Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the four-week edition of the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 18th July 2025
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.

The next edition of the e-News should be sent out on Friday 8th August 2025
Also, there is no Fancy Coloured Newsletter this week

An update on Gaza from EMBRACE the Middle East
This month, [July 2025 the Christian Charity] Embrace joined with charities worldwide in a statement calling for a return to UN-led aid distribution in Gaza. In his latest piece for the Church of England Newspaper (reproduced here), Embrace’s CEO, Jamie Eyre, expanded on why the new system, run by private contractor the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), is so problematic and why Christians should be speaking out:
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I started life as a humanitarian aid worker in the uncertain days of post 9/11 Afghanistan and the aftermath of the atrocities of West Darfur in the mid-2000s. Working with communities in crisis for almost 25 years, each situation has been unique, and conflict or insurgency has often been a factor. The constant throughout has been the desire to serve people with dignity, leaning into the humanitarian principles which are an aid worker’s bedrock: humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence.
The UN aid system has been refined over years of experience

The aid sector has its flaws, but when you consider the combined worth of life-saving differences made over decades, large numbers of people served safely and with dignity, the good far outweighs the bad. Until this year, 2025, you would have been hard-pressed to find many stories of aid delivery failing to the point that those being served suffered injury or loss of life in the process. 

The careful planning and organisation that goes into food distributions and other mass deliveries of clothing, healthcare, and supplies is well rehearsed, having been learned from hard lessons over many years of assisting people in crisis, often in complex and volatile circumstances. I’m a step removed these days, working through local Christian organisations with Embrace the Middle East. Still, the diligence and humanity I see in our local partners are among the best in humanitarian response. Treating people with dignity, made in the image of God, whilst delivering essential services and supplies safely.
The scale of the humanitarian need in Gaza is vast
Even before considering the limits on aid delivery, the current situation in Gaza is something altogether different. The sheer scale of destruction and displacement is unlike that of most other conflicts. As of June 2025, 90% of the housing stock has been destroyed, and 70% of all structures. Airstrikes have targeted hospitals and medical centres; 19 out of 36 hospitals have been destroyed, and of those remaining, services are severely limited. Most have been damaged. Caritas Gaza city clinic has recently been rehabilitated and reopened after a months-long closure, and the Anglican-run Al Ahli hospital has erected a tent to meet the demand from patients. This hospital has been hit by rocket fire multiple times since October 2023.  

And then you consider that people have nowhere to run to, access in and out of Gaza has long been for the privileged few. Today, 301 out of the 365 square kilometres which make up this coastal strip of land on the Mediterranean Sea are under military displacement orders. Most people have been displaced from their homes and have had to move three or four times. To up the ante yet further, the indicators used to monitor potential famine situations have become well-established in the population. Malnutrition is a problem; there is simply not enough food or nutrition to sustain a healthy population of 2 million people.
The new GHF aid is not enough and does not appear neutral, independent or impartial

After an aid blockade of 78 days, during which nothing entered the strip, supplies have been highly controlled since they partially resumed on May 19th. The level of deliveries is insufficient to meet the need, and much of it is now funnelled through a new private contractor, the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) which can only cover 60% of the population if running at full capacity. Backed by the Israeli and US governments, the GHF is designed to work in parallel, rather than with, the humanitarian system and organisations that have the capacity and experience to deliver aid safely to those who need it. Obscured from scrutiny, and closely tied to the Israeli military, this new mechanism does not appear neutral, independent or impartial.

Tragically, the distribution hubs have been “associated frequently with confusion and shooting as desperate and hungry Gazans rush to fetch supplies”, according to a UN spokesperson. We now read daily reports of civilians, non-combatants of all ages, travelling long distances, often through active combat zones, only to be mistaken for threats, or caught in the wrong place and hit by deadly fire or shelling from Israeli forces. 

The urgent need to resolve this conflict is more apparent than ever; encouragingly, as I write, efforts to secure a ceasefire are gaining new momentum. Alongside this, there needs to be a renewed commitment to the core principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality, and independence. Unhindered access to deliver aid, creation of humanitarian corridors to allow safe movement, and protection for civilians and aid workers are all urgently needed.

The reflections of a local aid worker on the current catastrophe should jolt us all out of our numbness or indifference:

“Even when aid is allowed into Gaza, it is done in a cruel and degrading manner… Some wait in the streets all night, only to be shot while trying to feed their families. Elderly people, children, and those with disabilities have no chance in this chaos.” 

As Christians, we should be amongst the first to challenge situations, here and beyond, where dignity and humanity are lost. 
 _____________________________________
Plurality Bible Study Course

Our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, is running a Bible Study course for people from each of the three Parishes in our Plurality. Everybody will be most welcome! The sessions will be held fortnightly in Brookfield Church Hall at 2.00pm for one hour. 
The course follows on from the “Faith Pictures” Lent Study Course that Revd Laura led for us. This Study Course will look at the “Companions on our (Faith) Journey”. The fifth and last session will be on Monday 28th July 2025 when we will look at David.
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 _____________________________________
Services and Events in our Churches over the next four weeks
On Sunday 20th July 2025 – Trinity 5 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Morning Praise, led by Revd Marie Edwards
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a “Breakfast Church” service of informal worship with discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]; 

At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which our Pioneer Minister, Revd Vanessa Kirby.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 5 (Proper 11) are:
· Genesis 18:1-10a
· Psalm 15
· Colossians 1:15-28
· Luke 10:38-42
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 5 is given by the Revd Dr Ian McIntosh, Diocesan Director of Mission and Ministry. Ian reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 10:38-42); you can find the Reflection at this link. 

On Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 23rd July 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 27th July 2025 – Trinity 6 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa will preside
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Laura.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 6 (Proper 12) are:
· Genesis 18:20-32
· Psalm 138
· Colossians 2:6-15
· Luke 11:1-13
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 6 is given by the Very Revd Dominic Barrington, Dean of York Minster. Dean Dominic reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 11:1-13); you can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before Trinity 6. 

On Monday 28th July 2025 at 2.00pm at Brookfield Church (Hall) there is the fifth and last session of our fortnightly Plurality Bible Study “Companions on our Journey” when we shall be looking at David. These study sessions are open to anyone from any of the three Churches in our Plurality, will last about one hour, and will be led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.

On Tuesday 29th July 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 3rd August 2025 – Trinity 7 there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside;
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Vanessa will preside; and
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a “Café Church” service of informal worship with discussions, quizzes and simple refreshments led by Revd Laura. [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]; 

The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 7 (Proper 13) are:
· Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14 and 2:18-23
· Psalm 49:1-12
· Colossians 3:1-11
· Luke 12:13-21

The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 7 is given by the Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. Archbishop Stephen reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 11:13-21); you can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before Trinity 7. 

On Tuesday 5th August 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 6th August 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church; there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________
On Sunday 10th August 2025 – Trinity 8 – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion, at which Revd Vanessa will preside; 
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Marie Edwards will preside; and

At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong led by Revd Vanessa.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Trinity 8 (Proper 14) are:
· Genesis 15:1-6
· Psalm 33:12-22
· Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
· Luke 12:32-40
The Diocesan Reflection for Trinity 8 is given by the Venerable Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding. Archdeacon Andy reflects on the Gospel reading set in the Lectionary (Luke 12:32-40); you can find the Reflection at this link from about the Thursday before Trinity 8. 

On Tuesday 12th August 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.
On Wednesday 13th August 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion 

_____________________________________
Please continue to pray 

… for Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand
Pray for all those affected by the recent massive earthquake that occurred in Myanmar on Friday 28th March 2025: for the Military Junta in Myanmar; the success of the DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal, and all the humanitarian aid agencies seeking to support those in great need. Nearly four months on from the earthquake, people still need critical support including food, water, shelter and medical aid. Click this link to see DEC’s collection of photos of life in Myanmar today.
… for Israel, Palestine and now Iran
 

The situation in the Middle East has become catastrophic! We need as much specific prayer as possible. Please pray for;

· Hamas to release the remaining Israeli hostages as soon as possible

· A softening of Israel’s stance on Palestine and a willingness to negotiate constructively for an end to the war in Gaza and the West Bank.

· The opening up of the border crossings between Israel and Gaza, and for the resumption of humanitarian aid and relief to reach those who so desperately need it.

· An urgent enduring ceasefire between Israel and Iran following the new war that has opened up between them just a few weeks ago.

· For Iranian, Palestinian and Israeli Christians that they would be strong in their faith as they trust God for their future.

Here is an update from the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)
9 July 2025

In a statement released this week, the UN has warned:

'The fuel crisis in Gaza has reached a critical point. What little fuel remains is already being used to power the most essential operations but those supplies are running out fast'. 
The international branch of DEC member charity Red Cross, the ICRC, has issued a similar warning, saying earlier this week: 

'The few medical facilities that continue to function, including the Red Cross Field Hospital, are running dangerously low on essential supplies, including fuel'. 
The UN statement said the fuel powering vital functions in Gaza, including water desalination stations and hospitals’ intensive care units, is running out quickly, with 'virtually no additional accessible stocks left'.

19 June 2025

Over £46 million has been raised for the DEC Middle East Humanitarian Appeal, but the humanitarian needs are huge, with the whole of Gaza at risk of famine.

With extremely limited supplies entering Gaza, DEC charities and their local partners are working tirelessly to meet some basic needs in the ways they are still able to. 

During the first 6 months of the DEC funded response, between October 2024 and April 2025:

· More than 440 000 ready to eat meals were distributed  

· Over 390 000 people benefitted from improved access to drinking water  

· Over 109 000 people gained improved access to healthcare, including the distribution of medicine and provision of primary healthcare services

· More than 22 000 people were reached with cash assistance

Much of this work was made possible by the increase in aid delivered during the ceasefire agreement earlier this year.  

…. and for Ukraine and Russia



For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine, giving thanks that talks are taking place and pray that there will be a satisfactory outcome to those talks which is acceptable to both sides.

 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley
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