Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 10th January 2025
Happy New Year to all our Readers!
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support, please do get in touch.
Important notice about the Church Electoral Rolls

The current Church Electoral Rolls were prepared for the Annual Parochial Church Meetings (APCM) held in 2019 and had a six-year life (2019-2025). The Rolls were revised each year in advance of that year’s APCM.

This year each of our three Churches, along with all the other Churches in the Church of England, will need to prepare a completely New Electoral Roll for the six-year period 2025​‑2032. This means that everybody who is on one of the current Electoral Rolls will need to complete a new form to apply to join the New Electoral Roll for your Church.
You do not need to do anything about this just now but keep your eyes and ears open for an announcement/notice in the near future from your Church’s Electoral Roll Officer about creating the New Roll for 2015‑2032 at which time the Application Forms to join the New Roll will be available.
 _____________________________________

Services and Events in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 12th January 2025 – Epiphany 1 (The Baptism of Christ) – there will be services as follows:
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion;
At 11.00am at Stainton Church a service of Holy Communion; and 
At 4.00pm at Hilton Church a service of Evensong.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Epiphany 1 are:

· Isaiah 43:1-7
· Psalm 29
· Acts 8:14-17
· Luke 3:15-17,21-22
The Diocesan Reflection for Epiphany 1 is given by the Venerable Sam(antha) Rushton, Archdeacon of York. Archdeacon Sam reflects on the Gospel reading (Luke 3:15-127, 21-22) set for Epiphany 1; you can find the Reflection at this link. 

On Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
 _____________________________________

On Sunday 19th January 2025 – Epiphany 3 – we begin the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: there will be services as follows:

At 9.30am at Hilton Church – a service of Morning Praise led by Juia Ardley, Authorised Lay Minister; 
At 9.30am at Brookfield Church – a “Breakfast Church service” of informal worship with discussions, quizzes and tea/coffee and cakes, led by our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild [Editor’s note: there will NOT be Holy Communion at this service]. And
At 11.00am at Stainton Church – a service of Holy Communion at which Revd Laura will preside. The service will be followed at 1.00pm with a “Soup Lunch”.
The lessons set in the Lectionary for Epiphany 2 are:

· Isaiah 62:1-5
· Psalm 36:5-10
· 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
· John 2:1-11
The Diocesan Reflection for Epiphany 2 will be available on the Diocesan website at this link from about the Thursday of the previous week.

On Tuesday 21st January 2025 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Plurality Prayer Gathering.

On Tuesday 21st January 2025 at 7.00pm at Brookfield Church there will be a Revitalise/Alpha Reunion for discussion and review of where our three Churches are with Growing Health Churches in our locality. Anyone from our three Churches will be welcome at this Event.
On Wednesday 22nd January 2025 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.

 _____________________________________

Please continue to pray 
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… for Israel and Palestine and now also for Lebanon
 

Give thanks for the recent ceasefire agreed between Israel and Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon.

Continue to pray for an end to the conflict between Israel and Hamas in Gaza and the West Bank; and  for Israeli, Palestinian and Lebanese Christians.

Here is a prayer for Palestinian Christins from the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East:

God of peace and justice,
Our hearts break as we acknowledge the reality of violence, oppression and uncertainty for the people of Gaza, the West Bank and those who have been forced to flee. O Lord, we cry out to you; do not turn your face away.
We lift before you our Palestinian sisters and brothers, remembering that we are all part of the one household of God. May you surround them with your loving kindness and may they know your ever-present help.
We especially plead for the Christian community in Gaza – for those who remain and for those who have fled. Give peace and protection to those sheltering in the churches, and comfort and guide those who have become refugees in foreign lands.
We commit Embrace’s Christian partners to you as they continue to bring hope and healing to their communities. Grant them the strength they need to continue serving, and protect them as they give sacrificially to others. 
In a world full of violence, hate and injustice, may you keep our hearts pure and fill us with imagination for the ways of peace. Help us to hold all those who call Palestine and Israel home in our hearts and give us courage and opportunities to speak up for justice and a future in which all peoples can thrive.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

 _____________________________________
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… for Syria
 

Give thanks for the end of the rule by President Bashar al-Assad and pray for the Rebel Islamist militant group, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), which has assumed power, that they keep the Syrian people’s interest as a first priority. The HTS Leader is Ahmed al-Sharaa (also known as Abu Mohammed al‑Jolani).
Here is a prayer from the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East:

Lord God,
We pray for the people of Syria at this time of uncertainty and transition. Please be their refuge and protect them from further conflict.

May the transfer of power be peaceful and may those in new positions of authority follow the paths of peace.

We pray against violence and disunity.

We lift our [Embrace] local partners before you. Please be their shield and their strength as they continue to serve those on the margins.

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
 _____________________________________
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…. and for Ukraine
and Russia


For an early end to the war between Russia and Ukraine.
Here is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team of the United Reformed Church, the Methodist Church and the Baptist Union.
God of all, with alarm and concern we bring before you the military intervention in Ukraine.

In a world you made for peace and flourishing, we lament the use of armed force.

We mourn every casualty of this conflict, every precious life extinguished by war.


We pray comfort for those who grieve and those who are fearful.

Hear our longing that leaders and nations will honour the worth of all people by having the courage to resolve conflict through dialogue.

May all our human failings be transformed by your wonderful grace and goodness.

We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and sustainer of Creation.
Amen.

 _____________________________________

[image: image7.png]



…. and for Sudan
Pray for reconciliation between the warring factions in the civil war in Sudan and for a speedy end to the fighting. 
Here is a prayer from the Global South Fellowship of Anglican Churches (GSFA):

Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts burdened by the on-going war and turmoil in Sudan, we earnestly seek Your divine intervention and mercy. We lift up our prayers for Sudan, a nation yearning for peace and healing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord, we pray for Your peace to be granted to the people of Sudan. May Your presence be felt among them, guiding them away from conflict and towards reconciliation. Lord, we pray You continue to touch the hearts of the warring leaders in Sudan. May their hearts be softened. Please allow peaceful negotiations to begin, leading to lasting peace for this nation of Sudan. 

Lord, we pray for the countless displaced and refugees in Sudan. May You provide them with the means to return to their homes in safety and with dignity. Lord, we pray and we lift up the children of Sudan who have been deprived of their education due to this on-going conflict. Open doors for them to return to school, where they can learn, grow, and build a better future for themselves and their nation.

Lord, we pray and bless all places of Christian worship. May Your peace prevail in these and all other spaces, allowing believers to worship without fear. Lord, we pray for those who suffer from hunger and scarcity in Sudan. May You continue to bless and establish the efforts of humanitarian organizations and individuals who strive to provide food and sustenance to those in need .

Lord, Your word assures us of Your desire for peace and stability. "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God" (Matthew 5:9). We cling to this promise, trusting in your power to bring peace back to Sudan.

In Jesus' name, we pray. 

Amen.
 _____________________________________
Please join us in praying for our Churches to Grow
Can we invite you to use our Revitalise "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?
Revitalise us Lord,
Enthuse in our congregations the desire for mission. Give
Vision to our planning and
Inspire our thoughts as we seek Your will.
Teach us to be more like You, Christ
Abiding in You and
Loving one another.
In growing healthy churches,
Sharing our faith, living Christ’s story
Every day, help us to be faithful disciples and bear much fruit. Amen.  

 _____________________________________
Pastoral Support - Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild:

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________

Bob Ardley

Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

T: 01642-284525; 

E: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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