Greetings to Stainton and Hemlington Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church
Welcome to the Stainton Church e-News for
Friday 3rd November 2023
We hope you are well and keeping safe. If you need any
practical support please do get in touch.

Services in our Churches over the next two weeks
On Sunday 5th November 2023 – the Fourth Sunday before Advent – there will be a Joint Church Family (Plurality) service of Holy Communion at 10.30am at Hilton Church at which we will celebrate the Feast of All Saints and at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside.
Please note: There will NOT be a service at Stainton Church or at Brookfield Church on that day.

The lessons set for the Feast of All Saints are:
· Revelation 7:9-17;  

· Psalm 34:1-10

· 1 John 3:1-3;

· Matthew 5:1-12 
The Diocesan Reflection for the Fourth Sunday before Advent / All Saints is given by the Archdeacon of York, the Venerable Samantha Ruston. Archdeacon Sam reflects on the New Testament lesson set for the Feast of All Saints (Revelation 7:9-17). The Reflection can be found at this link.
On Tuesday 7th November 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 8th November 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a lay-led service of Morning Prayer (the Vicar is away at Wydale Hall for the Diocesan “Revitalise” Programme).
_____________________________________
On Sunday 12th November 2023 – Third Sunday before Advent and Remembrance Sunday – there will be services as follows (Please note the service times):

at 8.00am at Hilton Church a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild will preside, followed at 9.00am by a Commemoration for Remembrance Sunday at the Hilton War Memorial;
at 10.00am at Brookfield Church a service of Holy Communion at which the Revd Marie Edwards will preside and which will include at 11.00am a Commemoration for Remembrance Sunday; and

at 10.45am at Stainton Church a non-Eucharistic Community Service for Remembrance Sunday which will be led by the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild.
The Diocesan Reflection for the Third Sunday before Advent / Remembrance Sunday will be available at this link in due course, from about the Thursday of the preceding week
On Tuesday 14th November 2023 at 9.30am at Stainton Church there will be a half-hour Prayer Gathering.

On Wednesday 15th November 2023 at 10.00am at Brookfield Church there will be a service of Holy Communion at which the Vicar, Revd Laura Wild, will preside.
____________________________________
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Growing the seeds of God’s Kingdom
Our liturgical year is drawing to its end; our year concludes with the powerful climax in the proclamation of Christ the King! [Editor’s Note: the Sunday next before Advent] Together we affirm Christ’s sovereignty in the kingdoms of heaven and earth. 
Sadly there are so many distressing circumstances in our world that cry out for Christ’s kingdom to come. 

Recently I was looking through the news headlines and amidst the causes of lament was the good news story of our own city of Hull. The city of Kingston upon Hull has become the first in the UK to grant a right to grow produce and vegetables for its citizens on unused council land. Whatever we may think of this innovation, it made me smile that Hull city was a source of good news and celebration in the midst of a hurting world. 

It also made me think about the way that this could be a metaphor in God’s kingdom. Wherever there is desolate or unfruitful land, our Creating and Redeeming God is seeking to sow the seeds of the Gospel and to grow the fruits of Christ’s Kingdom. 

May this be a prayer for our own lives too: that [any] areas in our lives that feel barren or hurting, may become fresh seed beds or the fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

We must always remember that it is God who gives the growth (1 Corinthians 3:7) but we can learn from Jesus’ “Parable of the Sower” and prepare the good soil in our lives. 

May this liturgical year end with a fresh commitment from us all: to allow our great gardener God to tend the landscapes of our lives for Christ’s Kingdom, to come in greater fruitfulness amongst us.

“You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (John 15:16a)
+Eleanor
____________________________________
Please continue to pray …..
… for Israel and Palestine   
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…. and for Ukraine
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__________________________________
Leading Your Church into Growth

Can we remind you that it would be really good to use the LYCiG "prayer for growth" in your personal quiet times with God?

God of mission, Who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give:

· Vision to our planning, 

· Wisdom to our actions, 

· Joy to our worship, and 

· Power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to You and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
______________________________________

Pastoral Support
Here are the contact details for our Vicar, Revd Laura Wild

Address:
The Vicarage, 89 Low Lane, Brookfield, Middlesbrough TS5 9EF

Phone:
01642-598621 

E-mail:
rev.laura.wild@gmail.com 

Laura's normal "day off" is Friday - if you need to contact her on that day please leave a message on the answerphone.
______________________________________
With all good wishes to you

Bob Ardley


Ashdale House, 

26 Meldyke Lane, 

Stainton, 

Middlesbrough TS8 9AU 


Tel: 01642-284525 


E-mail: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
The Bishop of Hull, the Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, � HYPERLINK "https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/news-events/news/to-the-saints-of-the-diocese-of-york42/"��writes�:





“To the Saints (*) of the Diocese of York”





(*) Editor’s Note: That is: “To you and me”!
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