St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Stainton with Hemlington

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners (MoP)

held in Church at 12.00noon on 26th April 2026 

immediately after the 11.00am morning service

Present: 
Bob Ardley, Linda Atkinson, Angela Christi, Judith Clare, Vernon Clare, Ann Gatenby, David Gatenby, Jacqui Gedney, Petula Grimley, Glynis Millward, Colin Mason, Joan Mason, Angela Russell, Joyce Sturdy, Jen Tomkins, Revd Vanessa Kirby (Pioneer Minister) and Revd Laura Wild (Vicar and Chair).
1. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners held on 11th May 2025
The Minutes of the 2025 meeting had been circulated to Church members prior to this meeting. Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Vernon Clare and seconded by Joyce Sturdy and agreed unanimously. The Vicar signed the Minute Book copy as a true record of the meeting.

2. Election of two Churchwardens to serve for one year
The following had been proposed and seconded prior to the meeting: 
Vernon Clare, proposed by Jacqui Gedney and seconded by Angela Cooper. 

There were no other nominations. Vernon was therefore elected unopposed. The second Churchwarden post remains vacant.
Revd Laura proposed a vote of thanks to Vernon for all his hard work as Churchwarden over the past year, and also to Colin Mason for his service as Churchwarden over very many years before his retirement at the 2025 Meeting of Parishioners.
3. Date, time and place of the 2027 Meeting.
The Secretary reminded the meeting that the deadline for holding the Annual Meetings is the 31st May each year. It was noted that the date of next Easter Day is 28th March 2027. It was agreed that the next Annual Meeting of Parishioners should be held at 12.00noon on 25th April 2027 in the Church immediately after the 11.00am Communion service and just before the 2027 APCM.
R G Ardley

Hon Secretary

26/5/2026
St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Stainton with Hemlington

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)

held in Church at 12.10pm on 26th April 2026 

immediately after the 2025 Annual Meeting of Parishioners

Present: 
Bob Ardley, Linda Atkinson, Angela Christi, Judith Clare, Vernon Clare, Ann Gatenby, David Gatenby, Jacqui Gedney, Petula Grimley, Glynis Millward, Colin Mason, Joan Mason, Angela Russell, Joyce Sturdy, Jen Tomkins, Revd Vanessa Kirby (Pioneer Minister) and Revd Laura Wild (Vicar and Chair).
 1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from: Julia Ardley, Maureen Chalmers and Naomi Smith.
 2. Minutes of the Stainton with Hemlington Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) held on 11th May 2025
Approval of the minutes, which had been circulated prior to the meeting, was proposed by Angela Russell and seconded by Judith Clare, and agreed unanimously; the Vicar signed the Minute Book copy as a true record of the meeting.
 3. Electoral Roll Report 
Bob Ardley presented the revised Electoral Roll for the 2025-2031 period which had been posted on the notice boards in the Church Porch and Parish Room on 4th April 2026. He also gave his ER Officer’s Report as follows:
New Electoral Rolls for the period 2019-2025 for Stainton Parish and Hemlington Parish were established in March 2019 and merged on 1st March 2021 on the creation of the new Parish of Stainton with Hemlington. 

A New Electoral Roll for the period 2025-2031 for the Parish of Stainton with Hemlington was prepared in advance of the 2025 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) as required by the CRR2025 Rules 6, 7 and 8. 
The 2025-2031 ER preparation was revised in preparation for the 2026 APCM in accordance with the CRR2025 Rules 3, 4 and 5; the revision period in 2026 ran from 14th March to 3rd April and two new names were added to the Roll. At the end of the preparation period there are now 35 members on the Electoral Roll.

	
	2026
	2025

	Names on roll at last year’s APCM
	
	33

	Total on Roll at closing date for applications this year (18/4/2025) 
	35
	

	
	Resident in Parish
	26
	

	
	Non-Resident
	9
	


(*) CRR2025 is the Church Representation Rules 2025
Acceptance of the Electoral Roll Report was proposed by Angela Russell and seconded by Linda Atkinson, and agreed unanimously.
[Secretary’s note: A further two names were added to the Roll immediately after the APCM.]
 4. Election of Lay Representatives:

a) One Parochial Representatives to the Deanery Synod
Prior to the meeting one nomination for a Lay Rep to the Deanery Synod had been received as follows:
Julia Ardley, proposed by Judith Clare and seconded by Angela Cooper; Julia was therefore elected unopposed as the Parish Representative on the Stokesley Deanery Synod for the 2026-2029 triennium starting on 1st July 2026. 
b) Three Parochial Representatives to the PCC:
There were three vacancies to fill: Two Lay Reps to serve for three years (2026-2029), and one to serve for one year (2026-2027); The following continue to serve for the remainder of their terms:
Jacqui Gedney and Petula Grimley (2025-2028)

Judith Clare (2024-2027)
Prior to the meeting two nominations for Lay Reps to the PCC had been received as follows:
Angela Russell, proposed by Bob Ardley and seconded by Angela Cooper; and

Bob Ardley, proposed by Joyce Sturdy and seconded by Judith Clare.
There being no other nominations Angela and Bob were elected unanimously and unopposed. 

The new PCC will seek to co-op someone as a Lay Rep for 2026-2027. 
 5. PCC Appointments

The following appointments were approved unanimously.

 a) PCC Chair – The Vicar, Revd Laura Wild. It was noted that the appointment of the PCC Vice‑chair will be made by the new PCC at its first meeting.
 b) Independent Examiner – on the recommendation of the Treasurer the APCM appointed Jon Gresham of Gresham and Gale LLP, Guisborough as Independent Examiner (proposed by Petula Grimley and seconded by Joyce Sturdy).
 6. Reports of PCC Officers and other Church groups

a) Hon. Treasurer’s Report, and presentation of the Accounts for 2025
The full PCC Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2025 have been submitted to the accountant for Independent Examination but have not yet been received back from them. Once the Examined Accounts have been received from the accountant, they will be formally accepted by the PCC and then copies will be circulated to Church Members on the Electoral Roll.

Petula Grimley, our Treasurer, gave the following Financial Review for 2025:

SUMMARY OF DAY TO DAY TRANSACTIONS

We started the year with £61,700.94 in the bank, we ended the year with £51,626.41. This is a deficit of £10,074.53

EXPENDITURE

In 2025 we paid FWO to the Diocese of £12,600.00 the remaining amount of the Offer of £2,400 was paid in January 2026 (I wrongly thought this was a standing order and was waiting for it to come out of the account).

We also paid fees to the Diocese of £3,004.00 for the Occasional Office services conducted in our church (i.e., Weddings, funerals etc.) throughout the year.

The upkeep of the church, being, utilities, insurance, grass cutting and disposal of trees totaled an amount of £9,409.23. 

In April 2025 we made repairs to the church roof costing £3,204.00. However, in April 2026 we are to receive money from our investments totaling £5,154.00 which will cover the cost of the repairs to the roof, grass cutting and removal of dead trees (this means we will have recouped just over half of last year’s deficit)
INCOME

The combination of planned giving, open plate, tax recovered and donations totaled £16,650.05. Occasional Office services i.e., weddings, funerals etc. brought in fees of £5,759.24 (this is net of the fees payment sent to the Diocese).

The Annual “Gift Day” was a great success raising £1,547.04. Dividend income from investments totaled £984.82.

This year we have opened an instant-access Savings account with our Bank (Barclays); we have deposited £40,000 into it which will generate some interest which will remitted to the Business account as and when it is paid, leaving the £40,000 capital sum in the Savings account. Occasional temporary withdrawals may be made to meet cash-flow issues should the need arise.
A copy of the summary of PCC income and expenditure for 2025 is included on the last page of the APCM Report for 2025-2026.
Acceptance of the Finance Report for 2025 was proposed by Angela Russell and seconded by Linda Atkinson; the Report was given unanimous approval.

b) Churchwardens’ report, including a report on the “fabric, goods and ornaments”
The Churchwardens’ Report had been circulated prior to the meeting and reads as follows:

The church, “fabric, goods and ornaments” are generally in good order.

The holly tree nearest the side door has had all the dead wood removed and it has left a stump with new shoots sprouting. The church heating system has been serviced and is still running efficiently for its age and is still in good order. Also, the organ has had its usual maintenance but recently it developed a fault which was caused by a pipe which had somehow found its way down its foot hole and jammed the slide in its on position, the obstruction was removed and temporarily left out so there is no repeat, a simple device to prevent any recurrence (at no extra cost) will be fitted the next time the maintenance people come to do the six-monthly checks.
The emergency lighting in the Kitchen, lobby, toilets and the parish room continue to be checked on a regular basis as is the fire alarm that covers these areas.

Several challenges have been thrown at us this year including the shock that the Diocese will not be extending the funding for our Pioneer Minister (Vanessa); currently a small working party from the three churches in our Church Family is pursuing various funding sources so we can hopefully keep the Pioneer Minister.

Finance, as ever, has been a hot topic with a change in treasurer and understanding our reserves and investments and how to make the most of them; it is an ongoing process, so please bear with us while we get it right - as you can imagine it is not straight forward in dealing with banks and investment firms.

As ever it has been a challenging year.

Acceptance of the Churchwardens’ Report was proposed by Angela Russell and seconded by Linda Atkinson and approved unanimously.

c) Other reports
The following reports, which had been circulated prior to the meeting as part of the Annual Report for 2025-2026 and are attached to the Minute Book, were taken as read. Acceptance of these reports was proposed by Angela Russell and seconded by Linda Atkinson; this was agreed unanimously.

· The Secretary’s report on the proceedings of the PCC and activities in the Parish

· The Deanery Synod Rep’s report

· The Parish Safeguarding Officer’s report
· The Stainton Memorial Hall report
· The Vicar’s Report; and
· The Pioneer Minister’s report

Both Revd Laura and Revd Vanessa added further comments to their written reports.  Revd Laura explained that in the coming year she wished us to engage with the Mission Action Planning process with both common Church Family issues and also with local issues specific to each of our three Parishes.
7) Date, time and place of the 2027 APCM
It was agreed that the next Annual Parochial Church Meeting should be held immediately after the 2027 Meeting of Parishioners (MoP) scheduled for 12.00noon on 25th April 2027 in the Church immediately after the 11.00am Communion service that day. 

. 

R G Ardley, 

Hon PCC Secretary
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