Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 15th January 2021

The Church Commissioners have published a draft Pastoral Scheme to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton; please see the end of this e-News for details.

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

Middlesbrough and Stockton areas are in Covid Tier 4 and people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Communal Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
And now for something completely a little different!

We hear calls for the Government to impose even stricter lockdown measures to reduce the Covid infection rate. The "Management" are worried that HMG might decide to close our Churches for Communal Worship, especially if people continue to mingle before and after the Services. As you perhaps know the guidance on Covid-safe worship in Church is to have a one-way system in the building. The Stainton Churchwardens have decided to trial for a few weeks the opposite one-way system to that which you have been used to: from Sunday 17th January 2021 entry to the Stainton Church will be via the Parish Room and exit from the Church via the Main West Door (*). The Sidespeople will direct people to leave starting from the back pews, and encourage worshipers to leave without delay and mixing with others.


(*) Those with mobility difficulties (eg wheelchairs, walkers or walking sticks) will still be able to enter and leave via the Main West Door).

Claire writes:
I'm planning to keep Brookfield and Stainton churches open for worship at the current time as I feel it is important for people to make their own choice as to whether to attend or not. Obviously I wouldn't want anyone to feel under any obligation to attend, however for some people it is a lifeline and helping to keep body and soul (and sanity) together. I will review the situation week by week according to the latest advice from the Diocese and numbers attending. I will also continue to (try) to livestream the service from Brookfield.
---*---
 
At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· are asked to wear a face covering; 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· must follow the one-way route (in via the Parish Room door and out via the Main West door); and
· must not mingle before or after the service.
Claire’s Contemplations

When I was at school, we would sometimes have to choose teams to be on in PE, or someone would be chosen by the teachers to choose their team. I often thought it was unfair because the ones the teachers chose would naturally choose their own friends to be on their team, and the pupils they liked, and the ones less popular would wait until last to be chosen. The humiliation and degradation this caused I think was shameful on the teachers, and not at all conducive to building self-esteem, confidence and self-respect.

Jesus chose people to be his disciples, but thankfully not in this way. When he had grown into a fully fledged adult, and after he had been baptised in the River Jordan by John, one of the first things he did was to rally some people to be his disciples. These people would not just follow him, learn from him, and be his companions; they would be people to take the Gospel into the wider world. The people he chose left everything to follow him, including the women who were part of his cohort, and provided for their needs as well as being his companions and learned from him too. He chose all manner of people, from simple fishermen, to shady tax collectors, to Mary Magdalene from whom he had cast out seven demons.

He doesn’t choose his favourite childhood friends, or the most popular people in the community, or the most influential, or the most intelligent. He chooses those at some of the lowest rungs in society. Fishermen were poor, uneducated, and lived a very simple and sparse life. Tax collectors were not to be trusted at all, as they were usually Jews who worked for the Romans and lined their own pockets into the bargain, and it is perhaps best not to even mention Judas. But these people Jesus saw potential in; potential to learn, to understand, to grow in this new covenant and relationship with him and with God, and to be trusted to continue his work on earth after his crucifixion.

And just as Jesus chose them, so he chooses each of us. With all of our own types of poverty, failings, and unworthiness, he chooses us. He sees the potential in each of us, to become not just his followers, but his friends, his trusted ambassadors and heirs, to learn, understand, grow in our faith, and to share the Gospel, that which is Jesus, with others. Jesus doesn’t subject us to humiliation and degradation – he did that for us on the cross. Rather, he seeks to build our confidence in him, our self-respect through making us worthy through forgiveness, and builds our self-esteem in knowing we are his beloved. We belong to him and in him and through him, we find ourselves. As some Christians tell others ‘now straighten your crown, and remember who your Father is’.
Rev’d Claire

Clergy Support
On Monday 18th January 2021 our Parish Priest Claire Todd is moving from her house in Coulby Newham (which "belongs" to the Parish of St Cuthbert's, Marton) to the Low Lane Vicarage in Brookfield. Claire has been granted a couple of days leave to settle in to the new home and she will be getting a new phone number which we will publicise as soon as we know it. 
In the meantime if you need the support of a Priest please do contact Revd Claire Todd by e-mail at: revtoddy@gmail.com ; alternatively, please contact one of the Churchwardens.
Welcome to our Trainee Lay Reader!

We are excited that our Church Family (Plurality) is offering a three-month placement to Elizabeth Furnell to undertake her Lay Reader Training (Elizabeth is a member of St Cuthbert's, Ormesby). During her time with us Elizabeth will be doing a range of things including: preaching once a month (on the same day at both Brookfield and Stainton) and also leading the intercessions in the services.
Admission of Churchwardens

Churchwardens are elected each year and are (normally) formally admitted to their Office at a special service led by the Archdeacon - the so-called "Archdeacon's Visitation". Unless you have been a Churchwarden you are unlikely to know what goes on and the (very important and legal) promises that Churchwardens make.


Because of Covid the Archbishop has devolved to Parish Priests the responsibility for admitting Churchwardens to Office for 2020/2021. At Stainton this "ceremony" took place in the morning service on Sunday 10th January 2021 when Colin Mason and Vernon Clare were admitted to Office for the current year. Here is the text of the "ceremony";


The Admission to Office of a Churchwarden


The Churchwardens stand before the Minister at the chancel step or at some other appropriate place.
Minister: When admitted to office, Churchwardens are Lay Officers of the Archbishop. You are to discharge your duties as are by law and custom assigned to you. You are to be foremost in your parish in representing the laity, and in co-operating with the Incumbent.


You are to use your best endeavours, by your own personal example and by your teaching, to encourage the practice of true religion among those who live in your parish and to promote true unity and peace among them.


Will you gladly and willingly serve Christ as you undertake the duties of the office of Churchwarden for this year in the parish of Stainton?

Churchwarden:  I will with the help of God.


Minister: Will you work together with the clergy and the whole people of God for the proclamation of the Gospel in this Diocese of York?

Churchwarden: I will


Minister:  I ask you now to make your declaration.

Churchwarden: I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will faithfully and diligently perform the duties of the office of Churchwarden within the parish for which I am chosen, and that I will present to the Bishop such matters, or persons, as to my knowledge should be presented.


Minister: I admit you into the ancient and honourable office of Churchwarden.

Churchwarden: Almighty God, it is by your grace alone that we are accepted, and called to your service. Fill me with the Holy Spirit and make me worthy of this calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.


The following prayers may be said:

Minister:  Heavenly Father, thank you for calling Colin & Vernon to serve you as churchwardens. By the power of your Holy Spirit inspire them to fulfil their ministry for you, and for your glory; fill them with wisdom, faith and love; and may your blessing rest upon them, now and always, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.


Minister:  Colin and Vernon, may God who has called you to this ministry, give you the strength to do it for the glory of Christ and for the good of all in your parish, and may the Lord bless your going out and your coming in from this time forward and for evermore.   Amen.


Minister: May Christ inspire you to serve him with joy.

Churchwarden: Amen.


Minister:  Thanks be to God.

Churchwarden: All praise to his Name.

Services in our Churches
Our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 17th January 2021 (Epiphany 2) will be led by Revd Tessa Stephens, Vicar of St Mary's, Nunthorpe. The services are: at 9.30am at Brookfield and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 20th January 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield (*), led by Claire Todd.


Hilton:          The Church remains closed for the time being – Claire and Hilton PCC are considering if and when the Church can re-open.
 
If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 10th January 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Canon Vicky Johnson, Canon Precentor (*) at York Minster, who reflects on the Gospel Reading from John 1:43-51. You can find the Reflection at this link.

(*) A precentor is a member of a church who helps facilitate worship (Wikipedia).
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Here are details of the Archbishop Reflections so far:

Reflection No 1: 1st January 2021
The first reflection from the Archbishop in a series throughout January on the theme of 'Our Hope is Found'

Reflection No 2: 4th January 2021
In his second reflection encouraging hope, Archbishop Stephen recites the poem 'In the Hands of God' by Frances Ridley Havergal.

Reflection No 3: 8th January 2021
The Archbishop reads a poem by Judith Wright in the third reflection on the theme 'Our Hope is Found'.

Reflection No 4: 11th January 2021
In this fourth reflection the Archbishop considers how a flock of starlings move and work together and hopes that our communities can do the same.
Proposal to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton
The benefice and parish of Hemlington was formed in 1993 from part of the area of the parish of Stainton. The church of St Timothy, Hemlington, the only church in the parish, is subject to severe structural challenges and was the subject of a recent draft pastoral scheme for closure and demolition. The parish has struggled in recent years and the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee's preferred way forward would be for the parish of Hemlington to re-unite with its mother parish of Stainton.
The Church Commissioners have published a Draft Pastoral Scheme which provides for:

· the termination of the plurality established for the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield;
· the union of the benefice of Hemlington and the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and their constituent parishes of Hemlington; and Stainton, but with the parish of Hilton continuing distinct;
· the transfer of the parsonage house of the benefice of Hemlington to the York Diocesan Board of Finance for diocesan purposes;
· the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice; and
· the new benefice of Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield to be held in plurality by one incumbent, for the appointment of the first incumbent and her place of residence to be the parsonage house of the benefice of Brookfield and for the future patronage arrangements of the benefices so held in plurality.
Anyone may make representations for or against all or any part or parts of the draft Scheme (please include the reasons for your views) preferably by email or by post (*) to reach the Church Commissioners no later than midnight on 15 February 2021. Full details of the proposals are available in the following documents.

A letter from the Church Commissioners about the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link and how to submit any comments you may have; 

A formal Notice about the proposed Pastoral Scheme at this link (copies of the Notice have been posted on the notice boards in all three Churches in our Plurality);

A copy of the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link; and 

A glossary of the terms used in the documents at this link.

(*) e-mail responses should be sent to: james.davidson-brett@churchofengland.org
Postal responses should be sent to:

Mr James Davidson-Brett, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ
With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 




The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, is sharing short reflections throughout January 2021 on the theme, ‘Our Hope is Found’ as the country continues to combat the effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic. 


His reflections will include a prayer or a poem; at present there are four reflections available at this � HYPERLINK "https://www.archbishopofyork.org/speaking-and-writing/our-hope-found-reflections" \t "_blank" �link�.
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