Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church

Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 8th January 2021

The Church Commissioners have published a draft Pastoral Scheme to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton; please see below for details.

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the new national Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.

Middlesbrough and Stockton areas are in Covid Tier 4 and people are asked to stay at home as much as possible; however, our Covid-safe Churches remain open for Corporate Worship and we look forward to welcoming you.
Claire writes:
I'm planning to keep Brookfield and Stainton churches open for worship at the current time as I feel it is important for people to make their own choice as to whether to attend or not. Obviously I wouldn't want anyone to feel under any obligation to attend, however for some people it is a lifeline and helping to keep body and soul (and sanity) together. I will review the situation week by week according to the latest advice from the Diocese and numbers attending. I will also continue to (try) to livestream the service from Brookfield.
---*---
 

At Stainton our Covid Risk Assessment allows us to accommodate between 30-35 people safely and the Church is rarely full.

You: 
· may attend as households; 
· are asked to wear a face covering; 
· should use the hand sanitiser when entering and leaving the Church; 
· follow the one-way route (in via the Main West door and out via the Parish Room); and
· you must not mingle before or after the service.
Claire’s Contemplations

A Very Happy New Year to you all!


The year, of course, has not started as we might have hoped; however, we can still remain optimistic. I am reluctant to use the term positive for obvious reasons. Being optimistic means being confident and hopeful for the year ahead; and that things will get better. And we always have hope to hold onto. In the book of Romans, Paul talks about hope. He says that we should boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God, and that through our suffering, we strengthen our endurance, which produces our character, which in turn produces hope, and that hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us (Romans 5:3-5).


What are we left with if we do not have hope? We can each answer this for ourselves, but for me, it would be a downward spiral into a dark abyss full of misery and futility. It is a question which leads us to contemplate the meaning of life, the bigger mysteries of the universe and stratosphere, and more. Again, for me, all avenues lead back to a creator God, who remains awesome. We need to not fool ourselves into thinking or believing that God is being inactive during this whole pandemic, that He is not in control. He is very much with us, and is moving in ways which are unfathomable, both behind the scenes, and very visibly. He is stirring us into action in new ways, offering us opportunities to be creative in new ways, giving us pause for thought about all aspects of life and our attitudes and behaviours. With God, hope continues from this world to the next through the hope of eternal life we have through Jesus.


The last year has also highlighted the effects of poverty, and those in our society who are in great need. As appalling as this is in a country which is still classed as economically affluent and a world leader, it is perhaps timely that the levels of poverty that many suffer are brought to the fore and addressed. Within our own community, and those surrounding us, we need to be a beacon of hope in this world, now more than ever.


The world has been through pandemics before, and will certainly go through them again. In the meantime, we have learned so much through this current one which we are living through. We are a living history, and it is my hope that we will all learn to appreciate in a new way everything in life that we previously took for granted.


To echo words from Romans: ‘Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers’ (Romans 12:12-13).


Rev’d Claire

Clergy Support
Revd Claire Todd, our Parish Priest, is on holiday at home for a few days although she will be taking the services on Sunday 3rd January (see below for details). If you need the support of a Priest please do contact Claire:
Phone: 01642-294582
E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com

If you ring Claire then you can leave a message on her answer-phone and she can return your call in due course. 
Services in our Churches
Our Parish Priest Claire Todd will lead our Services of Holy Communion on Sunday 10th January 2021 to celebrate the Baptism of Christ at 9.30am at Brookfield (*) and at 11.00am at Stainton.

On Wednesday 13th January 2021 at 10.00am there will be a service of Holy Communion at Brookfield (*), led by Claire Todd


Hilton: The Church remains closed for the time being – Claire and Hilton PCC are considering if and when the Church can re-open.
 
(*) The services at Brookfield will be live-streamed on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page which you can find at this link.

If you are unable to join us for the services in Church this Sunday 10th January 2021 please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by the Revd Dr Gavin Wakefield, Diocesan Director of Training for Missional Ministry, who reflects on the Gospel Reading from Mark 1:4-11. You can find the Reflection at this link.
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Archbishop Stephen said, “2020 has been an incredibly hard year for everyone, and it is going to be a long time before we begin to feel some semblance of normality return. We all need hope, and I believe that our hope is found in the person of Jesus Christ. Knowing God through him brings life, peace, and hope that no matter what happens he is with us. As people listen to the reflections I pray they can see that as we trust in God and seek to follow him, we can have a peace which is beyond our understanding and a hope that is sure and steadfast for what is to come.”
In his first reflection, the Archbishop considers the story in the Old Testament of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who refused to worship the king’s golden idol. They continued to hold on to what they thought was right, putting their hope and trust in God, whether or not he rescued them from the fiery furnace into which they were to be thrown. Archbishop Stephen likens this to where we are today. We can trust in God whether times are good or bad. After reading some verses of the poem ‘Powers of Good’, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in the new year of 1945, the Archbishop prays that the light of Christ may shine in our darkness. He then encourages everyone to send their prayer into Bishopthorpe Palace.

You can find the Archbishop's first reflection, and the others as they are released, at this link.

Here is a "Hope Prayer" from Carolyn Edwards, Diocesan Children and Youth Adviser.


H is for Hands.

I wave my hands and arms to thank you God for all that you have given us. Help my hands to be kind hands too.


O is for open.

I open my eyes in wonder at all you have made God. Help my eyes be open to see where I can make things better for other people too.


P is for Peace.

I put my hands together as I pray for all those who have to make decisions in our homes, schools, workplaces, churches and government. Please give them wisdom and peace.


E is for Everlasting.

I give myself a hug to remind me that your love is everlasting, and that even when things feel dark and hopeless, our hope is in you, our creator God who says he will never, ever, leave us.


Amen
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Opening the Door
2021 will be a different kind of year in lots of ways.
It has crept up on us rather more quietly, without the usual celebrations, and hardly a party popper to be heard. But this year still comes to us as a gift and an invitation as we take a deep breath and step over the threshold.
There is a good northern tradition of ‘first-footing’: the first person to enter a home on New Year’s Day comes bringing gifts and a blessing (God’s perspective on coal and good luck!) I guess that won’t have been possible for many households this time, unless the visitor was in their bubble! But at the start of this year we welcome again and afresh the One who can come close to us all, who stands at the door and knocks and wants to be let in – whatever the state of our home.
There isn’t a day or a place where we don’t need Christ’s presence – we aren’t created to go it alone. But for me there are moments when I especially need to be conscious of Jesus who has made his home with us, come what may. Looking into this year, which is so full of unknowns, I want to open the door again and let him be always the first one to come to be with us.
Undoubtedly we will be facing some huge challenges in the months ahead, as a nation, as churches and for us personally. The temptation will be to shut the door against them and simply try to keep ourselves safe.
If it is true that Jesus is with us, then we can go into this new year in a different way. We can open the door and walk out towards all the possibilities as well as the challenges.
Because Christ is with us, Emmanuel, we become people who can bring gifts and blessing – if we are up for that.
† Alison Hullen
Proposal to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton
The benefice and parish of Hemlington was formed in 1993 from part of the area of the parish of Stainton. The church of St Timothy, Hemlington, the only church in the parish, is subject to severe structural challenges and was the subject of a recent draft pastoral scheme for closure and demolition. The parish has struggled in recent years and the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee's preferred way forward would be for the parish of Hemlington to re-unite with its mother parish of Stainton.
The Church Commissioners have published a Draft Pastoral Scheme which provides for:

· the termination of the plurality established for the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield;
· the union of the benefice of Hemlington and the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and their constituent parishes of Hemlington; and Stainton, but with the parish of Hilton continuing distinct;
· the transfer of the parsonage house of the benefice of Hemlington to the York Diocesan Board of Finance for diocesan purposes;
· the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice; and
· the new benefice of Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield to be held in plurality by one incumbent, for the appointment of the first incumbent and her place of residence to be the parsonage house of the benefice of Brookfield and for the future patronage arrangements of the benefices so held in plurality.
Anyone may make representations for or against all or any part or parts of the draft Scheme (please include the reasons for your views) preferably by email or by post (*) to reach the Church Commissioners no later than midnight on 15 February 2021. Full details of the proposals are available in the following documents.

A letter from the Church Commissioners about the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link and how to submit any comments you may have; 

A formal Notice about the proposed Pastoral Scheme at this link (copies of the Notice have been posted on the notice boards in all three Churches in our Plurality);

A copy of the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link; and 

A glossary of the terms used in the documents at this link.

(*) e-mail responses should be sent to: james.davidson-brett@churchofengland.org
Postal responses should be sent to:

Mr James Davidson-Brett, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525

mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 

The Bishop of Hull, Rt Revd Alison White writes to the Saints of the Diocese of York:





The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, is sharing short reflections throughout January 2021 on the theme, ‘Our Hope is Found’ as the country continues to combat the effects of the global COVID-19 pandemic. 


His reflections will include a prayer or a poem, and the first of this nine-part series was released on New Year's Day, the 1st January.
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