Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church


Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 11th December 2020

The Church Commissioners have published a draft Pastoral Scheme to re‑unite Hemlington and Stainton; and

We are pleased to publish details of the Christmas services

Please see below for details of both of these topics

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the latest Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Clergy Support
If you need the support of a Priest please do contact Revd Claire Todd:
Phone: 01642-294582; E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her then you can leave a message on her answer-phone and she can return your call.

Church services from Wednesday 2nd December 2020
The Government’s new three-tier system of Covid19 requirements places Middlesbrough and Stockton Council areas in Tier 3 from 00.01hrs on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 and allows the resumption of Public Worship in our Churches. Our Parish Priest Claire will resume the normal pattern of weekly services from and including Wednesday 2nd December 2020 as follows:
Brookfield: 
Holy Communion at 10.00am on Wednesdays and at 9.30am on Sundays (these services will be live-streamed on the Brookfield Facebook page – see below for details)
 
Stainton:

Holy Communion at 11.00am on Sundays
Hilton:
The Church remains closed for the time being – Claire and Hilton PCC are considering if and when the Church can re‑open.
 
You can find the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page at this link https://www.facebook.com/St-Margaret-of-Scotland-Brookfield-101588245045044/ 
If you are unable to join us the services in Church this Sunday 13th December 2020 (Advent 3) please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by Revd Fiona Mayer-Jones, Vicar of Northallerton. Fiona reflects on the Gospel Reading from John 1: 6-8, 19-28. You can find the Reflection at this link: https://vimeo.com/488902548 .
This Sunday, Joan Mason, Lay Reader at Stainton, will be preaching at the two services at Brookfield and Stainton. She has asked to share a few words with you in advance of the services.


Joan's Words
On the 3rd Sunday of Advent we remember St John the Baptist and we will light an Advent candle in his honour. You may be thinking - didn't we hear about John the Baptist last week? Yes we did.

Last week we were remembering the prophets and we heard of John as the last of the prophets before Christ; the one who Jesus called: "the greatest of prophets".

Last week St Mark gave us that wonderfully familiar pen picture of a charismatic, itinerant preacher, a relative of Jesus, with a strange dress code and even stranger diet.

This week the writer of St John's Gospel focuses less on John the Baptist the person and more on his role in the Jesus story. So he begins by telling us of this man sent by God as a witness so that all might believe and to present evidence that Jesus is the expected Messiah, God's chosen one. Everything about John the Baptist reminded people of Elijah or the prophets of old. Prophets in the Old Testament were known to appear when God was about to do a new thing. The voice of prophecy had not been heard for 400 years but John looked and sounded like a prophet and people were getting very excited and the authorities rather alarmed. Was he Elijah or the Messiah? He told them firmly “No” and using words from Isaiah he said “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness; make straight the way of the Lord”. He called people to repent and be baptised and Jesus also came was baptised by him. Later Jesus was to say of him, “there has never been a prophet greater than John the Baptist”

Joan Mason
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Countdown to Christmas
Here are details of the services and events in our Churches over the Advent and Christmas period.
	Date
	Time
	Where
	What

	Saturday

19th Dec
	5.00 pm
	Hilton
	Starry Night walk from the Village Hall to the Church, followed by Christingles and Carols

	Sunday

20th Dec
	9.30am
	Brookfield
	Holy Communion

	Sunday

20th Dec
	11.00 am
	Stainton
	Holy Communion

	Sunday

20th Dec
	3.00pm
	Stainton
	Carol Service. Open to all. Free admission but please book your place by phoning Julia and Bob Ardley (Tel: 01642-284525) or by e-mail to bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 

	Thursday

24th Dec
	2.30 pm
	Stainton
	Church Nativity for all the family. Come for a short time for children's activities; also hand a name tag on the Church tree and light a candle to remember those we shall not see this Christmas

	Thursday

24th Dec
	4.00 pm
	Stainton 
	Carol singing in the Churchyard for half an hour

	Thursday

24th Dec
	8.00 pm
	Stainton
	The First Communion of Christmas - (also known as "Midnight Mass")

	Friday

25th Dec
	10.00 am
	Brookfield
	Christmas Day Holy Communion

	Sunday

27th Dec
	9.30am
	Brookfield
	Holy Communion

	Sunday

27th  Dec
	11.00 am
	Stainton
	Holy Communion

	Sunday

3rd Jan 2021
	9.30 am
	Brookfield
	Holy Communion

	Sunday

3rd Jan 2021
	11.00 am
	Stainton
	Holy Communion

	Wednesday

6th Jan 2021
	10.00 am
	Brookfield
	Mid-week Holy Communion/Morning Prayer


Proposal to re-unite Hemlington and Stainton
The benefice and parish of Hemlington was formed in 1993 from part of the area of the parish of Stainton. The church of St Timothy, Hemlington, the only Church in the parish, is subject to severe structural challenges and was the subject of a recent draft pastoral scheme for closure and demolition. The parish has struggled in recent years and the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee's preferred way forward would be for the parish of Hemlington to re-unite with its mother parish of Stainton.

The Church Commissioners have published a Draft Pastoral Scheme which provides for:

· the termination of the plurality established for the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield;
· the union of the benefice of Hemlington and the benefice of Stainton with Hilton and their constituent parishes of Hemlington; and Stainton, but with the parish of Hilton continuing distinct;
· the transfer of the parsonage house of the benefice of Hemlington to the York Diocesan Board of Finance for diocesan purposes;
· the future patronage arrangements for the new benefice; and
· the new benefice of Stainton with Hemlington and Hilton and the benefice of Brookfield to be held in plurality by one incumbent, for the appointment of the first incumbent and her place of residence to be the parsonage house of the benefice of Brookfield and for the future patronage arrangements of the benefices so held in plurality.
Anyone may make representations for or against all or any part or parts of the draft Scheme (please include the reasons for your views) preferably by email or by post (*) to reach the Church Commissioners no later than midnight on 15 February 2021. Full details of the proposals are available in the following documents.

A letter from the Church Commissioners about the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link and how to submit any comments you may have; 

A formal Notice about the proposed Pastoral Scheme at this link (copies of the Notice have been posted on the notice boards in all three Churches in our Plurality);

A copy of the draft Pastoral Scheme at this link; and 

A glossary of the terms used in the documents at this link.

(*) e-mail responses should be sent to:  james.davidson-brett@churchofengland.org
Postal responses should be sent to: Mr James Davidson-Brett, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525

mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 

Countdown to Christmas��There’s something very special about the Advent Sundays leading up to when Jesus was born. Join in with these activities as we prepare for and celebrate Christmas – and as we remember the Comfort and Joy that Jesus brings to us all.
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