Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church


Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 4th December 2020. 
Public worship resumes this weekend - see below

We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the latest Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Clergy Support
If you need the support of a Priest please do contact Revd Claire Todd:
Phone: 01642-294582; E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her then you can leave a message on her answer-phone and she can return your call.

Church services from Wednesday 2nd December 2020
The Government’s new three-tier system of Covid19 requirements places Middlesbrough and Stockton Council areas in Tier 3 from 00.01hrs on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 and allows the resumption of Public Worship in our Churches. Our Parish Priest Claire will resume the normal pattern of weekly services from and including Wednesday 2nd December 2020 as follows:
Brookfield: 
Holy Communion at 10.00am on Wednesdays and at 9.30am on Sundays (these services will be live-streamed on the Brookfield Facebook page – see below for details)
 
Stainton:

Holy Communion at 11.00am on Sundays
Hilton:
The Church remains closed for the time being – Claire and Hilton PCC are considering if and when the Church can re‑open.
 
You can find the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page at this link https://www.facebook.com/St-Margaret-of-Scotland-Brookfield-101588245045044/ 
If you are unable to join us the services in Church this Sunday 6th December 2020 (Advent 2) please do use the sheet for worship-at-home prepared by Joan Mason which we shall send out by separate e-mail and which you can download and print off from this link.

Also you might like to watch and listen to the Diocesan Reflection for this Sunday which is given by Archbishop Stephen Cottrell. The Archbishop reflects on the Gospel Reading from Mark 1: 1-8; you can find the Reflection at this link: https://vimeo.com/486354643 .
Claire's Comments
Prophets 
Who could have predicted this year? If only we’d had a prophet who could’ve warned us what this year would have in store. Would we have believed them, even this time last year? Would we have made arrangements and provision for all that this year would hold? How would it have changed us?

This week the church remembers the prophets, of which perhaps the most famous is John the Baptist. He was a relative of Jesus, being only a few months older, and the forerunner of Jesus’ arrival. As an adult, he came to warn about the times to come, to herald the arrival of Jesus. He is the last prophet before Jesus arrives on the scene, and proclaims a baptism of repentance and the forgiveness of sins. Right at the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, there is a reference to the words of Isaiah about God sending a messenger ahead to prepare the way. ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness’. John baptised countless people in the river Jordan, and acknowledged that one more powerful than him is coming, and will baptise with the Holy Spirit.

As a Priest, it is always a privilege to baptise people. A Holy Sacrament which is a marker of the beginning of someone’s journey of faith with Jesus;  a time when they become a member of the church’s family; and a time when they are not only forgiven for their sins, but receive the Holy Spirit, who will be their life-long companion. What a joy it is to serve in that way!

In this week’s readings, John cries out that the way needs to be prepared in the wilderness. This year, perhaps more than ever in most people’s lifetimes, it has felt like being in the wilderness. Life has been quite barren, isolating, lonely, people crying out in despair and feeling hopeless. And yet, we have also seen so many encouraging stories and signs of people’s goodness, generosity and humanity. Hope is never far away.

Now I’m not suggesting that people go about wearing nothing but a camel coat, and eating locusts and honey, but two things come to mind when I think about St John.  One is how we are encouraged to prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus, and part of this preparation is repentance. Every time we do repent of our sins, our baptism is called to mind, where we were cleansed from all our sins, restored and forgiven, but also receive the power of the Holy Spirit, to live in holiness and righteousness, and producing the fruits of the Spirit.

The other thing which comes to mind about St John, is ourselves as Christians, preparing the way for others to hear about Jesus too; to build relationships; and to prepare people’s hearts to a place where they too can hear and receive Jesus into their lives. So this Advent season, let us use it well, to prepare our own hearts, and hopefully be the example of St John, to be forerunners and prepare the hearts of others who want to engage with all that we are able to offer this year, so that events become more than a tradition, and more people accept Jesus into their lives for life. What a wonderful difference that would make to end this year.

Revd. Claire Todd
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Click on this link to download and print off a copy of the Church of England calendar for Advent, Christmas, the New Year and Epiphany (the calendar is a double-sided A4 PDF).
https://mcusercontent.com/d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18/files/b54d98ed-a312-4973-8d18-9132f9ee528c/COFE_02977_AdventCalendar_ComfortandJoy_v4.pdf  
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Advent Sunday "Gift Service"

Can we take this opportunity to say a very big Thank You to everyone from our villages who gave gifts for the Salvation Army's 2020 Christmas Appeal. This is what Joan Mason has to say to you all:

A BIG THANKYOU to all the generous people who gave children’s toys etc for the Salvation Army Middlesbrough’s Christmas Appeal. We were able to fill our car to capacity; 31 large bags and a huge box of gifts were taken to the Trimdon Avenue centre where they were very gratefully received by the Appeal team.  


We know that the families who receive the gifts will be so grateful.

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, 
Ashdale House, 
26 Meldyke Lane, 
Stainton, 
Middlesbrough 
TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525

mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 

Countdown to Christmas��There’s something very special about the Advent Sundays leading up to when Jesus was born. Join in with these activities as we prepare for and celebrate Christmas – and as we remember the Comfort and Joy that Jesus brings to us all.
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