Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church


Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 27th November 2020. We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the latest Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Clergy Support
If you need the support of a Priest please do contact Revd Claire Todd:
Phone: 01642-294582; E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her then you can leave a message on her answer-phone and she can return your call.

Covid Rules from Wednesday 2nd December 2020
Readers of the e-News will be aware that people in the Middlesbrough and Stockton Council areas will subject to the Government's Tier 3 restrictions on our activities from 00.01hrs on Wednesday 2nd December 2020. One bit of good news is that Churches will be allowed to re-open for Public Worship. We shall include details of the routine service pattern in next week's e-News; we hope also to include details of the services during Advent and over the Christmas / New Year period.
Claire's Comments
Herald the onset of Advent

At this time over the last couple of years, I have organised to take a coach load of people to the Advent Service in Durham Cathedral. It is a wonderful service, which is tweaked and changed a bit every year. The choir sing in all parts of the Cathedral to welcome in Advent, and the use of lighting and drama help with making it such a special service to begin Advent. Advent literally means arrival, beginning, or dawn. Of course, this year it is not possible to attend such a service, and we need to find other ways of engaging with the season of Advent. 

Normally, a great many people spend Advent rushing around, with the extra daily expectations and demands on time, energy, and resources. Life carries on with work, commitments, and the extra pressure of shopping; card-writing, putting up decorations, extra visits, functions to attend, and it can all seem a bit much. This year, in addition to trying to locate the perfect sprout, we are offered the opportunity to slow down, be more contemplative, and wait in anticipation of being able to celebrate once again the birth of our precious Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Slowing down a bit is good for our overall health and well-being. Taking the time and opportunity to relax, to rest in God’s love, and to think about what Advent means and what the birth of Christ Jesus means. I don’t think Mary and Joseph rushed to get to Bethlehem, with Mary being heavily pregnant and no transport. The shepherds were in their fields chilling when they heard the news of the new Christ-child. And the wise men turned up rather late to the event. So on the lead up to Christmas this year, let us use our time wisely, and who knows, we may be pleasantly surprised and enthralled with what God wants to show us on the way, and the rejoicing that we might be ready for once Christmas day is here. 

With every blessing for this season of Advent,


Revd. Claire Todd
Sunday services
This coming Sunday, 29th November 2020, is Advent Sunday, the beginning of a new Church Year and the season of expectation and preparation as the Church looks forward to celebrating the birth of Christ. The Gospel reading is taken from Mark 13.24-37. This week's Diocesan Reflection on this Gospel passage is given by the Revd Richard White, Diocesan Director of Making and Nurturing Disciples; you can watch Richard's Reflection at this link: https://vimeo.com/483607682 .

Due to the Covid19 Lockdown in England from 5th November 2020 Public Worship in our Churches is suspended until 3rd December 2020.

There will be no services at Stainton or Brookfield on Sundays the 8th, 15th, 22nd or 29th November 2020; and

there will be no mid-week Communion Service at Brookfield on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, or 25th November and 2nd December 2020.
During this lockdown period our Parish Priest Claire Todd will live-stream a service of Holy Communion from Brookfield Church each Sunday at 10.00am. You can watch these services live (or catch-up later) on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page at this link: https://www.facebook.com/St-Margaret-of-Scotland-Brookfield-101588245045044/  (you do not need a Facebook login to watch the services).

If you are unable to watch these Sunday services on-line please do use the sheet for "Worship at Home" prepared by Joan Mason that we will send out each week by separate e-mail.
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Click on this link to download and print off a copy of the Church of England calendar for Advent, Christmas, the New Year and Epiphany (the calendar is a double-sided A4 PDF).
https://mcusercontent.com/d561d31b8ad4b720eb3678f18/files/b54d98ed-a312-4973-8d18-9132f9ee528c/COFE_02977_AdventCalendar_ComfortandJoy_v4.pdf  
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Looking back ... looking forward

We are pleased to share this thought exercise with you; it comes from the Arthur Rank Centre which supports Rural Christians. We would love to hear your responses to the "Looking back" and "Looking forward" questions; do send any thoughts you may have to Bob at this address: bob.ardley@ntlworld.com
	
It can be easy – and all too tempting – to just move from one season to the next without stopping to catch your breath. With Advent on the horizon, try to take some time this week to pause and take stock of the last few months. Go for a walk. Read a chapter of your favourite novel. Plant some tulip bulbs. Do a jigsaw. Buy (and eat!) a bar of your favourite chocolate or a bottle of your favourite wine (or whiskey, or gin, or tea. You get the idea!).

If you have a little more time…..

…...you may find it helpful to use this exercise to help you reflect on the church year that’s coming to an end:

Looking back…
· What one word best sums up your experience of living through this year?

· What was the best decision you made?

· What was the greatest lesson you learned?

· What was the most loving service you performed?

· What is your biggest piece of unfinished business?

· What else do you need to do or say to be complete with this year?

Looking forward
· What is God calling you to do or be next?

· What would you most like to see change?

· What about your ministry are you committed to changing and improving? (We encourage individuals to interpret this term in whatever way is most appropriate to them; it’s not just ordained people and ‘leaders’ who have ministries!)

· Where have you flourished this year? How will you continue to make that part of your life?

· What Bible passages have become important to this year? Could you learn them by heart?

· What one word sums up your ongoing approach to learning and growing as a result of this year?
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Advent Sunday "Gift Service"
Once again we are supporting the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. Our church Gift day would have been this Sunday, 29th November 2020, but because of lockdown we cannot hold a Service then. We urgently need gifts for families in difficulty at Christmas - can you help please?   We trust that during the lockdown you will find time to buy something to donate to this appeal (Editor's Note: this is "essential shopping", to support vulnerable children and families in need). We should be so pleased to receive your gifts of: New toys, games, children's books, chocolates, sweets, toiletries, and any other Christmas gifts.  

Please would you bring your gift unwrapped so that our friends at the Salvation Army in Trimdon Avenue can distribute the gift to a child of the appropriate age and gender. 

Your gift(s) may be: 

· left at 3 Fawcett Avenue, Stainton; or

· collected by Joan (please ring 01642 591667 to arrange this); or 

· brought to Stainton church-room on the 29th November 2020 between 10am and 12 noon; or

· taken to St Margaret's Church, Brookfield, on 29th November between 11.00am and 12.00 noon where Claire Todd will happily received them.

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley, Ashdale House, 26 Meldyke Lane, Stainton, Middlesbrough TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 

Countdown to Christmas��There’s something very special about the Advent Sundays leading up to when Jesus was born. Join in with these activities as we prepare for and celebrate Christmas – and as we remember the Comfort and Joy that Jesus brings to us all.
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