Greetings to Stainton Church Members and Friends of Stainton Church


Welcome to the weekly e-News for Friday 13th November 2020. We hope you are well and keeping safe, and are surviving the latest Covid19 lockdown. If you need any practical support please do get in touch.
Clergy Support
If you need the support of a Priest please do contact Revd Claire Todd:
Phone: 01642-294582; E-mail: revtoddy@gmail.com

Claire's day off is Friday; if you ring her then you can leave a message on her answer-phone and she can return your call.

Claire's Comments
All things belong to God

This year, like many people, I have been so challenged in many ways. One of my greatest challenges has been to learn to use available technology better and more effectively. Technology is not my strong point; in fact, I wouldn’t have classed it as being among my talents and giftings. However, God has blessed me with the use of it, and I’ve learned to do various things in his service to enable communication with others, and to be able to find ways of being able to worship together. I will probably never be brilliant at it like some others, and it’s easy to compare ourselves with others, especially if they are better at something, but that is not really helpful to us personally. God has given me my own particular talents, which are different to the talents he gives to the next person. What is really important is to remember that all things belong to God, including our God-given talents and skills.

That is the essence of the Bible Gospel reading for this Sunday (*). Jesus told a parable about a master who entrusted three of his slaves with his property, referred to as talents, whilst he was away. When he returned two of them had doubled what they had been given, whilst the third had hid his talent and made nothing. On the master’s return, he is very pleased with the first two slaves, however becomes angry with the third slave, who he refers to as lazy. The talent could have been invested in the bank and gained interest, and so is taken from the slave and given to the first slave. 

We each of us have been given talents, skills or gifts from God, whether that is being shrewd and generous with money or other things, having time, energy, being organised, the gift of being musical, or scientific, crafts or perhaps gardening, good with technology, or some other practical talent. Even the gift of prayer. And God intends for us to use our gifts and skills in the service of others, to benefit the world, to contribute positively to the world, and to offer thanks and praise back to God for them. These gifts come from God, are to be used and built on for the service of God, and in doing so, he multiplies our talents abundantly. Sometimes it is later in life that we realise we have a particular talent for something which we never realised before, or we are given the opportunity to try something new. God is always seeking to develop us and grow us, no matter how old or frail we are or feel. Even if that talent is to teach someone else about something that we have a talent for, or to engage in conversation about it. And let's never forget or underestimate the gift of prayer, which is given to all of us. When we realise that our gifts are from God and belong to God, then not only can we enjoy them, but treat them as precious gold and value them and ourselves through them.

It may be difficult right now to be able to use many of our talents, however this time offers us the opportunity to reflect on them and to find creative ways to use them. And we can also still be planning and preparing for when the restrictions are lifted, and how we can use our talents in new and different ways in the future.

Revd. Claire Todd

(*) You can find the Gospel passage in Matthew 25:14-30

 Sunday services
This coming Sunday, 15th November 2020, is the 2nd Sunday before Advent. The Gospel reading is the "Parable of the Talents" taken from Matthew 25:14-30 . This week's Diocesan Reflection on this Gospel passage is given by the Ven. Sam Rushton, Archdeacon of York, and is delivered from an empty shopping centre carpark; I commend Sam's Reflection to you - it can be found at this link https://vimeo.com/477986341 

Due to the Covid19 Lockdown in England from 5th November 2020 Public Worship in our Churches is suspended until 3rd December 2020.

There will be no services at Stainton or Brookfield on Sundays the 8th, 15th, 22nd or 29th November 2020; and

there will be no mid-week Communion Service at Brookfield on Wednesdays the 11th, 18th, or 25th November and 2nd December 2020.

During this lockdown period our Parish Priest Claire Todd will live-stream a service of Holy Communion from Brookfield Church each Sunday (*)  at 10.00am. You can watch these services live (or catch-up later) on the St Margaret of Scotland, Brookfield Facebook page at this link (you do not need a Facebook login to watch the services)

If you are unable to watch these Sunday services on-line please do use the sheet for "Worship at Home" prepared by Joan Mason that we will send out each week by separate e-mail.

Advent Sunday "Gift Service"

Once again we are supporting the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. Our church Gift day would have been on Advent Sunday, 29th November 2020, but because of lockdown we cannot hold a Service then . We urgently need gifts for families in difficulty at Christmas - can you help please?   We trust that during the lockdown you will find time to buy something to donate to this appeal (Editor's Note: this is "essential shopping", to support vulnerable children and families in need). We should be so pleased to receive your gifts of: New toys, games, children's books, chocolates, sweets, toiletries, and any other Christmas gifts.  

Please would you bring your gift unwrapped so that our friends at the Salvation Army in Trimdon Avenue can distribute the gift to a child of the appropriate age and gender. 


Your gift(s) may be: 

· left at 3 Fawcett Avenue, Stainton; or

· collected by Joan (please ring 01642 591667 to arrange this); or 

· brought to Stainton church-room on the 29th November 2020 between 10am and 12 noon; or

· taken to St Margaret's Church, Brookfield, on 29th November between 11.00am and 12.00 noon where Claire Todd will happily received them.

With all good wishes

Bob

Mr R G Ardley

Ashdale House

26 Meldyke Lane

Stainton

Middlesbrough

TS8 9AU

Tel:01642-284525
mailto:bob.ardley@ntlworld.com 
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