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The Baptism (also called Christening)

of babies and children

You have been given this leaflet because you have enquired about having your baby or children baptised at St Margaret Brookfield, St Peter Hilton or St Peter and St Paul Stainton.  It contains the answers to parent’s most frequently asked questions and we hope that you will find it helpful. 

1. What exactly is Baptism?
Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues for the rest of our lives. This first step is a response to God's love. It is also a celebration, a time to come together with family and friends; remembering that your child is loved by God, is part of a wider community and has a place with God's people.

2. What happens in the service?
At your baby's baptism, water will be blessed and poured on the baby's head - this is the baptism of your baby (the word 'baptism' means 'to be immersed in water'). The baby will be signed with the cross and a candle will be given. Godparents and parents will make promises on behalf of the baby, and prayers will be offered for the baby and the family. 
If you do not want to make the promises we are able to offer you a Thanksgiving service instead where we simply thank God for your baby and ask him to bless your baby now and in the years ahead. Please ask the vicar if you want more information about a Thanksgiving Service. 

3. Can anyone be baptised?

Yes, so long as they have not been baptised already. The Church of England welcomes all babies, children and families for Christenings - whatever shape that family takes. You do not have to be married to ask for a Christening for your child.  You do not have to have been a regular churchgoer - as parents, one of you does not even have to have been baptised yourself. Everyone is welcome at their local church. 

4. How old should my child be? 
You can have your baby or child baptised at any age. There is no upper age limit, but after about the age of seven your child may be able to make the promises for themselves. Talk to the vicar about baptising an older child. 

5. Where can we hold the Christening?
You can have your Christening at one of our parish churches if you live in the immediate area or if you are part of a family that attends one of our parish churches. 
If you are not sure if you qualify please ask us and we will advise you whether we can do the ceremony or, if not, which local church will be able to help you. 
6. How much does a Christening service cost?
The good news is that a Christening service is free although donations are always gratefully received. 

7. How many guests may I invite?

There are usually two babies being baptised at our special baptism services which means two families will be present. We therefore request that you limit your guests to 50 at Brookfield, 30 at Hilton and 40 at Stainton. 
If you are having a baptism in the usual Sunday morning service please discuss the number of guests with the vicar. 
8. What about godparents?
Godparents are some of the most important people at the Christening. 
Godparents are not the people who will care for your child should anything happen to you. Arrangements for this would normally be made by a Will. Rather, they should be people who will be there for your child and help them think about the bigger questions in life - questions of love, hope and faith.
Every child should have at least three godparents, two of the same sex and at least one of the opposite sex. Parents may be godparents for their own children, providing they have at least one other godparent.
Godparents must be baptized themselves and at least 16 so that they are old enough to make some serious promises on behalf of the child.

9. Must I attend church before the baptism?

We expect parents to attend at least four Sunday morning services in the church where the baptism will take place prior to the baptism. This is partly to enable you to get to know us and to learn a little about the Christian faith but also so that we may get to know you. 
We ask you to bring your baby so that they become accustomed to the church environment which makes them more relaxed at the ceremony. There is a visitors’ book in each church so that you can record your attendance. 

10. How do I arrange a baptism?

Initially you should contact the church office (see below) for an application form. On receipt of this form you and your godparents will be invited to attend the next baptism preparation evening.  
At that meeting you will be able to watch a DVD that shows more details about what baptism is all about and the promises and the statements in the service will be explained. At the end of the evening you will normally be given a date and a time for the service but please note that this is provisional on your having attended 4 services by that date (see above). 

Please contact
The church office

St Margaret’s Church, 

The Oval, 

Brookfield

TS5 8EU

BSHplurality@hotmail.com
01642 597454
Please note the church office is open

Tues, Thur and Sat 10am to 12pm
